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OFFICERS 
 

President………………Henry Bressack…………..(850) 626-3425 
Vice President…………Nick P. Geeker…………..(850) 434-1734 
Secretary……………....George Apostle…………..(850) 433-6420 
Treasurer………………Gary Tringas……………..(850) 934-4321 
Assistant Treasurer……Peter Kantrales…………...(850) 932-2067 

 

MEMBERS 
 

Eli Pagonis…………………..(850) 916-1246  Rose Thames…………...…....(850) 455-1598 
Heidi Silivos……………... (850) 438-9756  Joe Whisler………………….(850) 932-9589 
Charles Stamitoles…………..(850) 393-5103  Doug White………………....(850) 474-4646 

Sunday School Director……Letay Teclehaimanot          
Greek School Director……...Faye Stamitoles  
Ladies Philoptochos………..Stavroula Thagouras 
Stewardship Committee: 
    Chairman……………...…Jim Montgomery 
    Administrative Chair…….Demetrios Golfos              
Community Outreach………Sissy Watson 
JOY Advisor…………...…...Evie Dampier 
GOYA Advisors…………....Faye Stamitoles 
                                               Charles Stamitoles 
 

Prosphoro Coordinator……..Phyllis Pagonis 
Education, Culture, &Youth  
Diakonia Committee...……..Presbytera Tina 
HARA Dancers…………….Evie Dampier 
Glentzethes Dancers……….Laura Wright                                             
                                              Elizabeth Gilmore 
AHEPA…………………….Charles Stamitoles 
Daughters of Penelope……..Krissy Kritselis 
SS Joachim & Anna………..Becky MacArthur 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS  

PARISH COUNCIL  
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Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (850) 433-2662     Fax: (850) 549-4943 

Email: office@annunciationgoc.org     Website: www.annunciationgoc.org 
Fr. Panagiotis’ Cell #: (850) 377-8977      E-mail: frpeter@annunciationgoc.org 

 

+Rev. Protopresbyter Panagiotis E. Papanikolaou 
Proistamenos 

 

 SUNDAY SERVICES            Orthros 8:45 a.m.                      Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 WEEKDAY SERVICES        Orthros 9:00 a.m.                       Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lay Assistant…………….….Demetrios Golfos 
Subdeacon  ... …………...….Emmanuel Zangas 
Altar Boys Director……...….George Makris 

Choir Director……………....Vangie Anastopoulo 
Choir Assistant  Director……Eli Pagonis 
Organist……………………..Tina Varvouris 
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My beloved in the Lord: 
 
 On September 1st, the Holy Orthodox Church 
celebrates the beginning of her New Ecclesiastical Year.  
It is a time to rededicate ourselves to our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.  A time to grow closer to Him and to 
live with Him and in Him – a time for deification.  
  Deification is the theological term used to de-
scribe the process by which a Christian becomes more 
like God.  Saint Peter speaks of this process when he 
writes, “As His divine power has given to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness. . . you may be partak-
ers of the divine nature” (II Peter 1:3,4).    
 What does it mean to partake of the divine nature, 
and how do we experience it?  To give a humbly answer, 
we must first address what deification is not, then de-
scribe what it is.    
 

 What deification is not.  When the Holy Church 
calls us to pursue godliness, to be more like God, this 
does not mean that human beings then become divine.  
We do not become like God in His nature.  That would 
not only be heresy, it would be impossible.  For we hu-
mans, always have been human, and always will be hu-
man.  We cannot take on the nature of God.   
 

Saint John of Damascus, writing in the eight cen-
tury, makes a remarkable observation.  The word “God”  
in the Holy Scriptures refers not to the divine nature or 
essence, for that is unknowable. “God” refers rather to 
the divine energies – the powers and grace of God which 
we can perceive in this world.  The Greek word for God, 
“Theos,” comes from a verb meaning “run,” “see,” or 
“burn.”   These are energy words, so to speak, not essence 
words. 

 

In the Gospel according to Saint John (10:34), 
Jesus quoting Psalm 82:6, repeats the passage, “You are 
gods.”  The fact that our Lord was speaking to a group of 
hypocritical religious leaders who were accusing Him of 
blasphemy makes the meaning crystal clear: our Lord is 
not using “god”  to refer to divine nature.  We are gods in 
that we bear His image, not His nature. 

 

What deification is.  Deification means we are to 
become more like God through His grace or divine ener-

gies.  In creation, humans were made in the image and 
likeness of God (Genesis 1:26) according to human na-
ture.  In other words, humanity by nature is an icon or 
image of deity:  The divine image is in all humanity.  
Through sin, however, this image and likeness of God 
was marred and we fell. 

 

When the Son of God assumed our humanity in 
the womb of the Holy Theotokos, the process of our be-
ing renewed in God’s image and likeness was begun.  
Thus, those who are joined to Christ through faith in Holy 
Baptism begin a re-creation process, being renewed in 
God’s image and likeness.  We become, as Saint Peter 
writes, “partakers of the divine nature” (II Peter 1:4). 

 

Due to the Incarnation of the Son of God and be-
cause the fullness of God has inhabited human flesh, be-
ing joined to Christ means that it is again possible to ex-
perience deification, the fulfillment of our human destiny.  
That is, through union with Christ, we become by grace 
what God is by nature – we “become children of 
God” (John 1:12).   

 

Historically, deification has often been illustrated 
by the “sword and fire” example.  A steel sword is thrust 
into a hot fire until the sword takes on a red glow.  The 
energy of the fire interpenetrates the sword.  The sword 
never becomes fire, but it picks up the properties of fire.  
By application, the divine energies interpenetrate the hu-
man nature of Christ.  Being joined to Christ, our human-
ity is interpenetrated with the energies of God through 
Christ’s glorified flesh.  Nourished by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we partake of the grace of God – His 
strength, His righteousness, His love – and are enabled to 
serve our Lord and glorify Him.  Thus, we being human, 
are being deified. 

 

Wishing all of us a New Ecclesiastical Year filled 
with the abundant blessings and joy of Almighty 
God and the prayers of the Holy Theotokos, I humbly 
remain, 

 
With paternal love and blessings, 
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Charles Stamitoles (Captain) 
George Weisnicht (Captain) 

Nicholas Argeris 
Gus Anastopoulo 
Peter Stamitoles  
Paul Spraggins 

Nicholas Staviski 
Peter Staviski 

Yianni Whisler 
Zachary Whisler 

 

   PLEASE BE ON TIME 
AND REPORT TO 

THE ALTAR  
BY 9:45 A.M. 

 

All Altar Boys are kindly  
requested to serve on Sundays 

and major feastdays. 
 

All young men (ages 8-18) are 
encouraged to join our Altar Boy  

Team! Please contact 
 Father Panagiotis  
or George Makris 

if you are interested. 
 

 

SUNDAY NARTHEX USHERS 
 

Nick Geeker, Gary Tringas,  
Pete Kantrales, Heidi Silivos,  

Doug White 
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Tuesday, September 1st - Beginning of  the Ecclesiastical New Year 
 Epistle:  I Timothy 2:1-7      Gospel: Luke 4:16-22 
 Prosforon: Sophia Katsaros 
 

Sunday, September 6th- 13th Sunday of Matthew 
 Epistle: I Corinthians 16:13-24      Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42 
 Readers: Demetrios Golfos and James Wright 
 Prosforon:   Sophia Katsaros 
 

Sunday, September 13th-  Sunday Before  the Elevation of the Holy Cross
 Epistle:  Galatians 6:11-18      Gospel:  John 3:13-17 
 Readers: Vassiliki Montgomery and Paul Peterson   
 Prosforon:   Mahi Fotopoulos 
 

 Great Vespers for the Elevation of the Holy Cross - 7:00pm 
 
 

Monday, September 14th - The Elevation of the Holy Cross  (Strict Fast) 
 Epistle: I Corinthians 1:18-24   Gospel: John 19:6-11,13-20,25-28, 30 
 Prosforon: Phyllis Pagonis 
 

Thursday, September 17th – Saints Sophia , Faith, Hope, and Love 
 Epistle:   Galatians 3:23-29      Gospel: Mark 6:30-45 
 Prosforon: Anna Maria Gallaher 
  
Sunday, September 20th – Sunday After the Elevation of the Cross  
 Epistle: Galatians 2: 16-20   Gospel:  Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
 Readers:   Katherine Petrelis and  Martin Stevenson 
 Prosforon:  Maria Fivgas 
 
Friday, September 25th – Eve of the Falling Asleep of St. John the Theologian  
 Great Vespers will be celebrated at Panama City, FL - 7:00pm 
 

Saturday, September 26th - The Falling Asleep of St. John the  Theologian 
 Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at Panama City, FL - 9:00am 
  

Sunday, September 27th – 1st Sunday of Luke 
 Epistle: II Corinthians 6:1-10   Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 
 Readers:  Katherine Petrelis and Demetrios Golfos 
 Prosforon: Maria Thagouras 
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Evie Dampier 

 

   Our 2009-2010 JOY program will begin in October 
after the Greek Festival.  We will keep you posted as to 
the first JOY gathering date. 
 

 	����
Father Panagiotis 

 

   On behalf of our Parish family, I would like to thank 
Charles and Faye Stamitoles and Athena Stavisky for 
chaperoning our youth at the St. Stephen’s Summer Camp 
held at the Diakonia Center in Salem, South Carolina. I 
am happy that our  youth experienced a wonderful time as 
well as deepening their understanding of the Orthodox 
Church during their visit at St. Stephen’s Camp. 
   Charles and Faye Stamitoles will once again be our 
GOYA advisors. Our first GOYA meeting will  
be held on Sunday, September 13th immediately follow-
ing the Coffee Hour. 
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Charles and Faye Stamitoles  

 

   Registration for Greek School is now taking place.  
Anyone interested please call contact Faye Stamitoles. 
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Stavroula Thagouras 

 

   I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgo-
ing Philoptochos President Athena Staviski, Vice Presi-
dent Sophia Katsaros, treasurer Evie Dampier, secretary 
Vasiliki Montgomery, and all other Board Members for 
doing an outstanding job for the past two years. As Board 
Members, you have accomplished many things from do-
nating to different charitable organizations to helping with 
the Annunciation Family and the city of Pensacola.  
   As the new president, I would like to welcome all new 
Board Members: Presbytera Tina Papanikolaou, Vice 
President; Gia Tringas, Treasurer; Gloria Lind, Written 
Secretary; and Joanna Thagouras, Secretary. Affirmation 
of new officers will take place on September 13, 2009, in 
the Church immediately following the Divine Services. 
The  Philoptochos Board Meeting will follow after coffee 
hour.  Our General Philoptochos Meeting will be on Sep-
tember 20, 2009.   
   We ask for your help in supporting Loaves and Fishes 
by bringing kid’s socks, soap, toothpaste, formula, under-
garments, and any other items you may think of. I look 
forward to working with you as we will have a productive 
and fulfilling term.  
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Letay Teclehaimanot 

 

       Our Sunday School Program will start on Sunday, 
September 6th. On behalf of the Sunday School staff, we 
look forward to being with our students again this year;  
and in words of St. Peter, “...to grow in grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
����


�
��
Evie Dampier 

 

        Our first practice went very well.  We had five re-
turning dancers and one new member.  We will continue 
to practice on Tuesdays, however we will try to start at 
5:15pm until 6:45pm.  This is to help some of the danc-
ers who might have other obligations on the same 
day.  Remember to keep up with your stewardship like I 
will be doing.  This year's schedule is shorter than previ-
ous year with the festival being in October so steward-
ship and practices are fewer.  
  
         Again any student in the 2nd through 5th grades 
are welcomed to join Hara.  If you have any questions 
please call or email me at efdampier@gmail.com. 
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Krissy Kritselis 
 

   On September 20th, we are looking forward to having 
Father Panagiotis bless in Church the newly elected 
Daughters of Penelope officers: Krissy L. Kritselis, 
President; Kris Mohamed, Vice President; Georgia 
Stanton, Secretary; Maria Weisnicht, Treasurer & Mem-
bership Chair; Mitsa Morres, Prayer and Greek Cultural 
Advisor  
    I thank the outgoing officers for their leadership and 
wonderful deeds this past year. 
 

 �
����
Joe O'Neil 

 

   The Order of AHEPA’s next chapter meeting will be 
held at the AHEPA  296 Apartments on Monday, Sep-
tember 14th and Monday, September 28th. 
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    On Saturday, August 22nd, the  
marriage of Perry and Claude Bani-
akas was blessed in the Holy Ortho-
dox Church. 

Congratulations! 
�

(�))��'���)��*�
  On Monday, July 13th, Andromache 
Poulos, beloved mother of Amelia 
Kazakos and Tom Poulos, fell  asleep 
in the Lord. The Funeral was chanted 
on Friday, July 17th. 

 

   On Friday, August 21st, Andro-
mache Georgiades, beloved wife of 
John, beloved mother of Dimitrios, 
Magdalene, and Jennifer, and beloved 
daughter of John and Magdalene  
Liollio,  fell asleep in the Lord. The 
Funeral was chanted on Tuesday,  
August 25th. 
   On Sunday, August 23rd, Nicky 
Stamatelos, beloved mother of 
Charles, beloved mother-in-law of 
Faye, and beloved grandmother of 
Charles and Peter, fell asleep in the 
Lord. The Funeral was chanted on 
Friday, August 28th. 
 

May their memories be eternal! 
�

 
� ��+���$�
Helen Milukas�

      “I wish to extend my deep appre-
ciation to my Church family of the 
Annunciation Church for their ex-
pression of sympathy to me and my 
son’s family on the falling asleep to 
the Lord of my daughter-in-law 
Justine Manis. 
   “I especially want to thank Father 
Peter Papanikolaou for his kindness 
and understanding.” 
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        Congratulations to Victoria 
Verzwyvelt, granddaughter of Mahi 
Geeker on receiving Highest Honors 
and the Presidential Award on June 4, 
2009 from C.W. Ruckel Middle 
School.  Victoria earned all A's in 
each class for each semester through-
out 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  We wish 
her continued success and God's 
blessings as she enters Niceville High 
School in the fall. 
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 is sponsoring its annual Greek Night 
event, “A Grecian Odyssey” on Sep-

tember 5th from 6-11 pm at the  
IP Casino Resort Spa in  

Biloxi Mississippi.  
 

"A Night in Athens Trio" will provide 
a fabulous evening of entertaining 
Greek and American music. There 
will be a silent Auction and Cos-

tumed Greek Dancers from Mobile. 
 

Tickets are $55.00 per person, which 
includes Greek foods and desserts  

Dress will be cocktail attire.  

 

For tickets contact : 
Demetri: 228-324-3148  
Photine: 228-324-2574 
Angelo: 228-365-4229 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lucas and Nina Frank 9/4 

Craig and Georgia Walters 9/4 

Gregory and Rene Thames 9/5 

Mark and Patricia Pappas 9/6 

Bennie and Dena Goble 9/8 

Bob and Natalie Pieratos 9/10 

Jay and Dawn Marie Ingwell 9/10 

Peter and Sophia Kantrales 9/11 

John and Georgine Ericsson 9/18 

Joseph and Helen Milukas 9/19 

Tom and Demetra Morres 9/20 

Cory and Jessica Baudean 9/24 

Stelios and Alice Vatsolakis 9/26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demetra Morres 9/2 
Tom Miller 9/6 

Adam Sanders 9/6 
Jessica Baudean 9/7 
Stephanie Pappas 9/9 

Vasilios Kontogeorgiou 9/10 
Dawnmarie Ingwell 9/10 

Andy Watson 9/11 
Paul Spraggins 9/11 
George Pagonis 9/12 
Alice Skoufis 9/12 

Athena Bressack 9/12 
Rylie White 9/12 

Presbytera Emily Young 9/12 
John Georgiades 9/15 

Charles Stamitoles 9/16 
Anna Wright 9/20 

Ruth Magoulas 9/21 
Steve Adams 9/22 
Evie Dampier 9/22 
Thomas Ilias 9/22 

Christine Bradley 9/23 
Deb-b Alexakos 9/30 
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 We need your help, volunteers, to 
sign-up for the Greek Festival Days, 
October 16th, 17th, and 18th. Please 
do your level best to sign-up, com-
mit your time and help all three 
days. 
  We are blessed to have Mrs. Maria 
Daughdrill for our Festival Volun-
teer Chair this year.  Maria will post 
“Sign-up Sheets” every Sunday be-
fore the Festival.  Chairpersons, 
please contact Maria, if you need 
her help with volunteers. You may 
email her at mpd30@bellsouth.net, 
or call her at (850) 433-6826. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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   For those of you who could not 
help with Festival preparations, now 
is you chance to show your commit-
ment to our 50th Annual Greek Fes-
tival.  
    What better way to show your 
devotion to our beloved Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church than a 
monetary donation to defray Festi-
val costs early.   
   In lieu of Pre-Sale Tickets this 
year, we are urging folks to please 
make a generous Pre-Festival con-
tribution.   
   Make your check to Greek Festi-
val and give it to Rose Thames, 
Heidi Silivos, Henry Bressack or 
Krissy Kritselis.   
   We are recommending a $100.00 
donation (which is just a little more 
than it costs to make a pan of pista-
chio or mousaka), but any amount 
would be most appreciated.    

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Here is your chance to share your hardworking hands and backs for the bene-
fit of your Church and Her 2009 Festival.  
 

 Work Days are scheduled everyday as supplies arrive.  Please call Krissy Krit-
selis at  492-8299 or 377-4328 to schedule the Hellenic Center and/or kitchen 
facilities. 
 

Watch the Church’s Liturgical Guide for workday and event dates.   
So far we have scheduled: 
 

¨ September 9 – 10, Wednesday and Thursday: 
  PAXIMADIA - Heidi Silivos & Nina Dickson, Leaders 

¨ September 23 – 24, Wednesday and Thursday: 
  PAXIMADIA - Heidi Silivos & Nina Dickson, Leaders 

¨  September 27 – 28, Sunday and Monday: 
  PASTA - Sissy Watson, Leader 

¨ October 4, Sunday: 
  CUT PASTRIES – Julie Helms, Leader 
¨  October 5-8 , Monday – Thursday: 
  KOURAMBIETHES – Vassiliki Montgomery, Leader 
¨  October 8, Thursday: 
  SAFETY CONE DELIVERY – George Apostle, Leader 

¨ October 10, Saturday: 
  CUT&MARINATE CALAMARI – George Apostle, Leader 

¨  October 12-16, Monday – Thursday: 
  KITCHEN LOCK-DOWN – Heidi Silivos, Leader 

¨  October 12, Monday: 
  CUT PASTA, Sissy Watson, Leader 
  TENT SET-UP, Henry Bressack, Leader 

¨  October 14, Wednesday: 
  CHAIR & TABLE DELIVERY, Henry Bressack, Leader 

¨  October 16, 17, and 18, Friday, Saturday and Sunday: 
  GREEK FESTIVAL WEEKEND   
  Everybody is encouraged to help our Church�

�
�
�
�
�
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  ON THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

Two events in connection with the Honorable Cross of Christ are commemorated on this day: first, the finding of the 
Honorable Cross on Golgotha and second, the return of the Honorable Cross from Persia to 

Jerusalem.  

 

   Visiting the Holy Land, the holy Empress Helena decided to find the Honorable Cross of 
Christ. An old Jewish man named Judah was the only one who knew where the Cross was lo-
cated, and, constrained by the empress, he revealed that the Cross was buried under the temple 
of Venus that Emperor Hadrian had built on Golgotha. The empress ordered that this idolatrous 

temple be razed and, having dug deep below it, found three crosses.  

 
 

While the empress pondered on how to recognize which of these was the Cross of 
Christ, a funeral procession passed by. Patriarch Macarius told them to place the 

crosses, one by one, on the dead man. When they placed the first and second cross 
on the dead man, the dead man lay unchanged. When they placed the third cross on 
him, the dead man came back to life. By this they knew that this was the Precious 
and Life-giving Cross of Christ. They then placed the Cross on a sick woman, and 
she became well. The patriarch elevated the Cross for all the people to see, and the 

people sang with tears: ``Lord, have mercy!'' 
 Empress Helena had a silver case made and set the Honorable Cross in it.  

   Later, the Persian Emperor Chozroes conquered Jerusalem, enslaved many people, and took the Lord's Cross to 
Persia. The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years. In the year 628 the Greek Emperor Heraclius defeated Choz-
roes and, with much ceremony, returned the Cross to Jerusalem. As he entered the city Emperor Heraclius carried the 
Cross on his back, but suddenly was unable to take another step. Patriarch Zacharias saw an angel preventing the em-
peror from bearing the Cross on the same path that the Lord had walked barefoot and humiliated. The patriarch com-
municated this vision to the emperor. The emperor removed his raiment and, in ragged attire and barefoot, took up 
the Cross, carried it to Golgotha, and placed it in the Church of the Resurrection, to the joy and consolation of the 
whole Christian world.  

How Orthodox Christian Celebrate the Universal Exaltation of the 
Precious and Life-Giving Cross 

This Feast of our Lord is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom, which is conducted on the day of the feast and preceded by the 
Matins service. A Great Vespers is conducted on the evening before the day of 
the feast. This feast is actually a day of STRICT FASTING. 

On the day of the Feast at the conclusion of the Matins or of the Divine Lit-
urgy, a special service is held. The Cross is placed on a tray surrounded by 
branches of basil and is taken in solemn procession through the church to the 
chanting of the Hymn of the Feast. The tray is placed on a table, and the priest 
takes the Cross and offers petitions from each side of the table, the four direc-
tions of the compass. This represents the universal nature of the offering of 
Christ upon the Cross. As the people respond by chanting "Lord have mercy", 
the priest raises and lowers the cross, a commemoration of its finding and exal-
tation. At the conclusion of the service, the people come and venerate the cross 
and receive the basil from the priest. The basil is used and offered, as it was the 
fragrant flower growing where the Cross was found. 
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Apolytikion  
 

Save, O Lord, Your people and bless 
Your inheritance; grant victory to 
the faithful over their adversaries.  
And protect Your commonwealth,  

by the power of Your Cross. 

Kontakion  

 

You who were lifted upon the Cross 
of Your own will, O Christ our God, 
bestow Your compassions upon the 

commonwealth that bears Your 
Name. By Your power, gladden our 
faithful rulers, giving them victory 
over their adversaries. May your 

alliance be for them a  
weapon for peace, an invincible 

standard. 



 
 
 
 
 

August 12, 2009 
 
 

Rev. Fr. Peter Papanikolaou 
President & esteemed Parish Council members 
And the Faithful of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Pensacola, FL 
 
 

My dearly beloved in the Lord,  
 

“Truly my soul silently waits for God; From Him comes my salvation.” Psalm 62:1 
 

As we look forward to the beginning of the New Ecclesiastical Year, I send you greetings in the Name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. May God’s grace transform our lives, illumine our darkness and fill our hearts with hope and 
love. I was delighted to receive your letter and to learn that you are planning to celebrate your Parish community’s 
centennial in 2010. I congratulate you and commend you for your vision, energy and commitment. This is indeed an 
important milestone in the life of your community, an historic and important occasion. For that reason, I would like 
you to consider organizing an entire year of special events and programs: spiritual, historical, cultural, musical and so 
on. 
 

I believe that in order to have a beautiful and well-organized centennial celebration, and to involve as many people as 
possible, you should certainly begin planning now, by forming a Centennial Committee, with several sub-committees 
to deal with all the details of such an event. The Centennial Committee, would of course be responsible for overall 
planning and coordination both of the event and the sub-committees., and would be accountable to the pastor and the 
parish council. After the initial meeting of the Centennial Committee and the formation of the sub-committees, there 
should be a follow-up meeting to determine the information, materials, resources etc. needed by each sub-committee. 
The Centennial Committee should give monthly reports to the pastor and parish council. 
 

The sub-committees and their areas of responsibility would be: 
 

1. Planning– planning and organizing the actual event or events of the centennial celebration 
2. Ecclesiastical Services – planning the Divine Liturgy and other services 
2. Banquet –  planning and organizing the banquet or gala 
3. Album – producing a commemorative publication featuring the history and accomplishments of your  
Parish community 
4. Publicity/Education – educating and informing the Faithful and the community at large about the  
centennial event 
5. Welcome/Hospitality – serving as hosts and hostesses for the dignitaries and other special guests 

 

If you have already formed such committees, you are already “ahead of the game” and I commend you for your fore-
sight and organization. However please don’t hesitate to contact me. Again, please accept my congratulations and 
best wishes on achieving this glorious milestone in the lift of your Parish community. May all God’s blessings be 
yours in the New Year! I remain, with faithful commitment to His service,  
 

Paternally yours,  
 

 
+ALEXIOS 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
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  The Holy Martyrs Saint Sophia and her Daughters Faith, 
Hope and Love were born in Italy. Their mother was a pious 
Christian widow who named her daughters for the three 
Christian virtues. Faith was twelve, Hope was ten, and Love 
was nine. St Sophia raised them in the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. St Sophia and her daughters did not hide their faith in 
Christ, but openly confessed it before everyone.  

 

   An official named Antiochus denounced them to the emperor 
Hadrian (117-138), who ordered that they be brought to 
Rome. Realizing that they would be taken before the emperor, 
the holy virgins prayed fervently to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
asking that He give them the strength not to fear torture and 
death. When the holy virgins and their mother came before 
the emperor, everyone present was amazed at their compo-
sure. They looked as though they had been brought to some 
happy festival, rather than to torture. Summoning each of the 
sisters in turn, Hadrian urged them to offer sacrifice to the 
goddess Artemis. The young girls remained unyielding.  
 

   Then the emperor ordered them to be tortured. They burned 
the holy virgins over an iron grating, then threw them into a 
red-hot oven, and finally into a cauldron with boiling tar, but 
the Lord preserved them.  

 

    The youngest child, Love, was tied to a wheel and they beat 
her with rods until her body was covered all over with bloody 
welts. After undergoing unspeakable torments, the holy vir-
gins glorified their Heavenly Bridegroom and remained stead-
fast in the Faith.  

 

    They subjected St Sophia to another grievous torture: the 
mother was forced to watch the suffering of her daughters. 
She displayed adamant courage, and urged her daughters to 
endure their torments for the sake of the Heavenly Bride-
groom. All three maidens were beheaded, and joyfully bent 
their necks beneath the sword.  

 

   In order to intensify St Sophia's inner suffering, the emperor 
permitted her to take the bodies of her daughters. She placed 
their remains in coffins and loaded them on a wagon. She 
drove beyond the city limits and reverently buried them on a 
high hill. St Sophia sat there by the graves of her daughters 
for three days, and finally she gave up her soul to the Lord. 
Even though she did not suffer for Christ in the flesh, she was 
not deprived of a martyr's crown. Instead, she suffered in her 
heart. Believers buried her body there beside her daughters.  

 

   The relics of the holy martyrs have rested at El'zasa, in the 
church of Esho since the year 777.  
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The Holy Martyrs Saint Sophia and her Daughters Faith, Hope and Love 

Apolytikion  
 

O Lord Jesus, unto You Your lamb does cry 
with a great voice: O my Bridegroom, You I 

love; and seeking See, I now contest, and 
with Your baptism am crucified and buried. 
I suffer for Your sake, that I may reign with 
You; for Your sake I die, that I may live in 
You: accept me offered out of longing to 

You as a spotless sacrifice. Lord, save our 
souls through her intercessions, since You 

art great in mercy. 
 

Kontakion  
 

Since Faith and Hope and Love were in 
truth sacred branches of venerable Sophia, 
the namesake of wisdom by grace they have 

shown all men that Greek wisdom is 
 foolishness, and in contest they proved to be 

prizewinning victors; wherefore, they re-
ceived a crown that never shall perish from 

Christ God, the Lord of all. 



SEPTEMBER 2009 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
 Pensacola, Florida  

Visit our Church website at www.annunciationgoc.org 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 8:45a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 9a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
Beginning of  
Ecclesiastical  

New Year 
 

HARA -5:15pm 

2 3 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

4 5 
 

6 
13th Sunday 
of Matthew 

 

1st Day of  
Sunday School 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HARA -5:15pm 

9 
 

10 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

11 
 

12  
 
 
 

13 
Sunday Before  

Holy Cross 
 

GOYA Meeting 
 

Philoptochos Board 
Meeting 

 

Great Vespers 
7:00pm 

14 
Elevation of  

the Holy Cross 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HARA -5:15pm 

16 17 
Saints  

Sophia, Faith, 
Hope, and Love 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

18 19 

20 
Sunday After  
Holy Cross 

 
 

Philoptochos  
General Meeting 

 

DoP Meeting 

21 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARA -5:15pm 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

 
 

25 
 

26 
 
  

27 
1st Sunday 

of Luke 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HARA -5:15pm 

30    
 

Festival Workdays: Paximadia  

St. John the Evangelist  
and Theologian 

Services held in Panama City, FL 

Festival Workdays: Pasta 

Festival Workdays: Paximadia  



 
 
 
 

APOLITIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
 
 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, 
 and the revelation of a mystery  
which was hidden from eternity. 

 The Son of God Becomes the Virgin’s Son, 
  and Gabriel announces  the grace 

of this Good News. 
 Let us also join with him, 
 calling to the Theotokos: 

Rejoice, 
 O woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 

Annunciation  
Greek Orthodox Church 
1720 West Garden Street 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
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