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OFFICERS 
 

President………………Henry Bressack…………..(850) 626-3425 
Vice President…………Nick P. Geeker…………..(850) 434-1734 
Secretary……………....George Apostle…………..(850) 433-6420 
Treasurer………………Gary Tringas……………..(850) 934-4321 
Assistant Treasurer……Peter Kantrales…………...(850) 932-2067 

 

MEMBERS 
 

Eli Pagonis…………………..(850) 916-1246  Rose Thames…………...…....(850) 455-1598 
Heidi Silivos……………... (850) 438-9756  Joe Whisler………………….(850) 932-9589 
Charles Stamitoles…………..(850) 393-5103  Doug White………………....(850) 474-4646 

Sunday School Director……Letay Teclehaimanot          
Greek School Director……...Faye Stamitoles  
Ladies Philoptochos………..Stavroula Thagouras 
Stewardship Committee: 
    Chairman……………...…Paul Peterson 
    Administrative Chair…….Demetrios Golfos              
Community Outreach………Sissy Watson 
JOY Advisor…………...…...Evie Dampier 
GOYA Advisors…………....Faye Stamitoles 
                                               Charles Stamitoles 
 

Prosphoro Coordinator……..Phyllis Pagonis 
Education, Culture, &Youth  
Diakonia Committee...……..Presbytera Tina 
HARA Dancers…………….Evie Dampier 
Glentzethes Dancers……….Laura Wright                                             
                                              Elizabeth Gilmore 
AHEPA…………………….Charles Stamitoles 
Daughters of Penelope……..Krissy Kritselis 
SS Joachim & Anna………..Becky MacArthur 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS  

PARISH COUNCIL  
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Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (850) 433-2662     Fax: (850) 549-4943 

Email: office@annunciationgoc.org     Website: www.annunciationgoc.org 
Fr. Panagiotis’ Cell #: (850) 377-8977      E-mail: frpeter@annunciationgoc.org 

 

+Rev. Protopresbyter Panagiotis E. Papanikolaou 
Proistamenos 

 

 SUNDAY SERVICES            Orthros 8:45 a.m.                      Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 WEEKDAY SERVICES        Orthros 9:00 a.m.                       Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lay Assistant…………….….Demetrios Golfos 
Subdeacon  ... …………...….Emmanuel Zangas 
Altar Boys Director……...….George Makris 

Choir Director……………....Vangie Anastopoulo 
Choir Assistant  Director……Eli Pagonis 
Organist……………………..Tina Varvouris 
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My beloved in the Lord: 
 
  There isn’t another ‘feast’ that is as American as 
the Thanksgiving Holiday.  However, in Orthodoxy 
there is an ancient tradition of giving thanks.  Hence, 
Thanksgiving Day is an opportunity to view this 
typical American holiday, from an Orthodox  
perspective. 
 

   To not observe the greater lesson of Thanksgiving, 
and just commemorate a historical event, is therefore 
only nostalgia.  It becomes therefore, not an occasion 
that we call a holiday or more so, a Holy Day.  A 
nostalgic commemoration is not sufficient.   
Nostalgic commemoration may be beneficial;  
however, it is not a guarantee of holiness.   
The holiday of Thanksgiving is truly a Holy Day. 
 

  Those pilgrims who came to America were  
conscious of the fact that the day was holy.  They 
were not only rejoicing their historic landing as holy, 
but they contemplated deeper.  Subsequently, they 
gave thanks together in a genuine union with one 
another and with Almighty God, for all the bountiful 
gifts with which they were blessed.  This is the  
holiness of Thanksgiving; people gathered together 
in the presence of God to offer thanks.  Individuals 
bound by common difficulties; individuals bound by 
common goals. 
 

  Orthodoxy, in this context, has the great  
opportunity to ‘dissect” the term Thanksgiving to 
illustrate its richness.  In fact, Orthodoxy  
demonstrates the genuine definition of thanksgiving 
in the Divine Liturgy.   It is in the Divine Liturgy, 
that thanksgiving is not only a commemoration, not 
only a day; it is a state in which the faithful are in.  
That state which is holy, is to stand together, to be  
together, as those pilgrims were, to give thanks.  The 
apex of this thanksgiving comes forth from the  
faithful as they are offered eternal life from God. 
 

  Those pilgrims who gathered together to give 
thanks provided the legacy for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  On this Thanksgiving the challenge is 
whether or not American families have preserved 
this beautiful legacy of giving thanks to God for the 
bounties He has bestowed on their households.   
Orthodox families have preserved a proud legacy of 
giving thanks as they gather together at the Divine 
Liturgy.  On this Thanksgiving Holiday, preserve 
this Orthodox legacy of giving thanks by praying 
together as a loving family offering up your personal 
thanks for all the good and profitable gifts which our 
Lord has bestowed upon you.  Offer thanksgiving to 
Almighty God as you gather, with family and  
exemplify the tradition of our Holy Orthodox Faith. 
 
  Wishing you all a very happy Thanksgiving filled 
with the abundant blessings and joy of Almighty 
God and the prayers of the Holy Theotokos,  
I humbly remain, 

With paternal love and blessings, 
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Charles Stamitoles (Captain) 
George Weisnicht (Captain) 

Nicholas Argeris 
Gus Anastopoulo 
Peter Stamitoles  
Paul Spraggins 

Nicholas Staviski 
Peter Staviski 

Yianni Whisler 
Zachary Whisler 

 

   PLEASE BE ON TIME 
AND REPORT TO 

THE ALTAR  
BY 9:45 A.M. 

 

All Altar Boys are kindly  
requested to serve on Sundays and 

major feastdays. 
 

All young men (ages 8-18) are 
encouraged to join our Altar Boy  

Team! Please contact 
 Father Panagiotis  
or George Makris 

if you are interested. 
 

 

SUNDAY NARTHEX USHERS 
 

Nick Geeker, Gary Tringas,  
Pete Kantrales, Heidi Silivos,  

Doug White 
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Sunday, November 1st - 5th Sunday of Luke; Sts. Kosmas and Damian 

 Epistle:     I Corinthians 12:27-31; 13:1-8         Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31  
 Readers: Katherine Petrelis and Demetrios Golfos  
 Prosforon:  Anna-Maria Gallaher  
 

Sunday, November 8th - 7th Sunday of Luke; Synaxis of  Holy Archangels 
 

 Epistle: Hebrews 2:2-10  Gospel:  Luke 8:41-56  
 Readers: Demetrios Golfos and James Wright 
 Prosforon:   Phyllis Pagonis 
 

Monday,  November 9th – Saint Nektarios the Wonderworker 
 

    Epistle:     Thessalonians 1:1-5       Gospel:  Luke 12:13-15, 22-31  
    Prosforon:  Phyllis Pagonis 
 

Sunday, November 15th-  8th Sunday of Luke NATIVITY FAST BEGINS  

 Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10  Gospel:  Luke 10:25-37  
 Readers: Vassiliki Montgomery and Paul Peterson 
 Prosforon:  Mahi Fotopoulos 
 

Monday,  November 16th – Saint Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist 
 

    Epistle:      Romans 10:11-21; 11:1-2  Gospel:  Matthew 9:9-13  
    Prosforon:   Mahi Fotopoulos 
 

Saturday, November 21st– Entrance of the Holy Theotokos 
    Epistle: Hebrew 9:1-7    Gospel:  Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 

Services will be celebrated in Malbis  
 

Sunday, November 22th – 9th Sunday of Luke  
 

 Epistle:  Ephesians 2:14-22 Gospel:  Luke 12:16-21  
 Readers:  Katherine Petrelis and  Martin Stevenson 
 Prosforon:  Maria Thagouras 
 

Wednesday, November 25– St. Catherine the Great 
 

 Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5 Gospel: Mark 5:24-34  
 Prosforon:   Sophia Katsaros 
 

Sunday, November 29th – 13th Sunday of Luke  
 

 Epistle:  Ephesians 4:1-7 Gospel:  Luke 18:18-27  
 Readers:  Katherine Petrelis and Demetrios Golfos  
 Prosforon:  Maria Fivgas 
 

Monday, November 30th – St. Andrew the First Called Apostle  
 

 Epistle: I Corinthians 4:9-16    Gospel:   John 1:35-52  
 Prosforon:   Damaskini Lagouras 
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Evie Dampier 
 

   JOY will have their first gathering for the season 
on Wednesday, November 4th at 6:00pm.  Our 
theme will be on "What we are thankful for" and we 
will be crafting something for Fall and Thanksgiv-
ing.  Again any child in the 2nd - 5th grade is wel-
comed to join us.  Any questions call me at 474-1488 
or email efdampier@gmail.com.  See all of you then. 
 

 	����
Charles & Faye Stamitoles 

 

  Congratulations to our GOYAns having a success-
ful ice cream booth at our Greek Festival! 
  Our 2009-2010 GOYA program will begin Sunday,  
November 8th. The meeting will be held immedi-
ately after the Divine Liturgy.  
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   Thank you to all the parents of our dancers.  Thank 
you to our dancers for their hard work at the  
Festival.  Not only have they danced all weekend, 
but they helped with greeting our visitors and in the 
ice cream booth.  You all have done an amazing job 
this year. 
   Thank you to Liz Gilmore, our instructor and to 
Elisabeth Farsolas and Sandy Spraggins who helped 
at both  practices and with the Festival. 
   We honored and will miss our seniors, Johnathan 
Argeris, Maria Dampier, Charles Stamitoles, George 
Weisnicht and in memory of Stephanie Pappas.   
   Our Glentzethes will dance 11/7/09 at the Pensa-
cola Arts Festival at 2:30. 
 
 
 
 
 


�
�  
Evie Dampier 

  

   A great big thank you to all Hara Dancers! You all 
did a great job performing for our 50th Greek 
Festival. Hara will be dancing at the Greater Gulf 
Coast Arts Festival Sunday, November 8th at 
3:00pm.  Please let me know if your child will be 
dancing so we can plan on which dances we will 
perform.  Please meet at the Children's Stage 15 
minutes fully dressed and ready to dance.  Any 
questions call or email.  
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Stavroula Thagouras 

 

  Be on the look out for the Philoptochos Bake sale 
and Bake sale workshops in the coming 
months.   Dates will be posted soon.   
   The next Board Meeting will be held on Sunday,   
November 1st.  The monthly General Meeting will 
be held on Sunday, November 15th, and will be 
supporting Council on Aging.  Please bring blankets 
or space heaters to the meeting to help out seniors to 
fight the cold weather. 
   We are seeking a person to manage the Philopto-
chos bookstore.  If you are interested please contact 
Stavroula (850) 572-1301. 
 

 �
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Joe O'Neil 

 

  An OXI Day luncheon will be held on Sunday, 
November 1st following the coffee hour.  Tickets 
are $7.00 per person with a maximum of $25.00 per 
immediate family. 
  There will be a regular AHEPA meeting on  
Tuesday, November 10th, at 6:00 P.M. at the 
AHEPA 296 Apartments.  Due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday this will be the only meeting during No-
vember so all members should make a special effort 
to attend. 
 

��������������� �!�"��
Krissy Kritselis 

 

      The Daughters of Penelope Founder's Day  
Memorial  Service will be celebrated on Sunday, 
November 8th.   We are pleased to honor those past 
Daughters who have enriched our traditions by their 
good works. 

����
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   Our Fall General Assembly will be held on  
Sunday, November 15th immediately following the 
Coffee Hour. All Stewards of Good Standing are 
kindly asked to attend.����
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  Laura Spraggins-Wright, beloved 
wife of Jerry Wright and beloved 
mother of Sandy and Paul  
Spraggins, fell asleep in the Lord 
on Friday,  October 23rd. The  
Funera l  was  chanted  on  
Wednesday, October 28th. 
 

May her memory be eternal! 
 
 

��� *�����
Mark, Patricia, & the Pappas Family 

 

   Thank  you to everyone for their 
cards, letters, prayers, and love be-
cause of the falling asleep in our 
Lord of our beloved Stephanie. 
   We truly appreciate your  
compassion. 
 

��� *�����
Letay Teclehaimanot�

�

   Thank you for all the food, assis-
tance, and prayers during Stepha-
nie's memorial.  Additionally, the 
yellow ribbons worn by the dancers 
during the Festival were such a 
thoughtful gesture.  
 

   I'd also like to thank everyone for 
their thoughts, calls, and prayers af-
ter my recent accident.  A special 
thank you to Sissy for taking me all 
the places i needed to go.  
  

   God bless you all! 
 �

 
Jimmy Malamo 11/1 
Wally Wilkins 11/3 
Irene Hansell 11/6 

Kathryn Daughdrill 11/6 
Brian Weisnicht 11/6 
Pete Gomenis 11/9 

Robert Browning 11/10 
Angelo  Morres 11/10 

Linda Nikolopoulos 11/10 
Adrianna Marra 11/11 

Despina Stephenson 11/11 
Christina Ilias 11/12 
Georgia Scapin 11/12 

Allan Ford 11/13 
Jimmy Hayward 11/14 

Rene Thames 11/15 
Alexander Learakos 11/18 
Katherine Learakos 11/18 
Nicholas Staviski 11/19 

Dawn Tringas 11/19 
Patricia Pappas 11/21 
Jessica Makris 11/24 
Tina Peterson11/24 

Spero Sampanis 11/24 
George  Lukes 11/27 
Connie Cassidy 11/28 
Tina Varvouris  11/28 
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Reed & Anna Maria Gallaher 11/4 
Arthur & Vangie Anastopoulo 11/9 

George & Mary Vekrakos 11/16 
Eric & Elizabeth Gilmore 11/18 

John & Susie Morris 11/21 
Achilles & Betty Farsolas 11/24 

Gary & Gia Tringas 11/24 
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Demetrios Golfos�

 

   In order to publish and mail out a 
timely bulletin, we must have all 
art icles and announcements  
submitted to the Church office by 
Monday noon, November 16th, 
2009. 
 
**Please note that if you miss the  
submission deadline, you will have 
to  re -submi t  t he  a r t i c l e /
announcement if you want it in-
c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  
newsletter which will be the  
December edition.** 
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   2009 Greek Festival A Big Success. Once again, the Annun-
ciation Greek Orthodox Church has put on a fabulous Festival 
for the Pensacola area. We had so many wonderful volunteers, 
many who have worked for months to prepare the food and set 
up the facilities and many others who lent a hand throughout the 
hectic weekend. Thanks to each of you who helped make this 
weekend a success for our Parish. 
 

   The crowds were strong every day! On Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday we saw lines wrapped around the church. The weather 
was perfect and everyone seemed happy to be a part of this 
event.  The church tours were popular with 75-100 people at 
each tour. The final sales numbers are not in yet, but our total 
sales were better than 2008. All festival chairmen are asked to 
complete their reports including lessons learned and recommen-
dations for next year. A festival wrap-up meeting will be held in 
early December. Photos from the Festival are available for  
viewing on the church website.  
 
   Thanks to all the dedicated parishioners and members of the 
Pensacola community who worked this weekend to make our 
Festival a big success. 

   Please pick-up all “Greek Festival” yard signs as you drive 
through Pensacola.  Bring them to the barn door located behind 
the Hellenic Center.  We hope to re-cycle them.  Thank you. 
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New Orleans – His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew began his Apostolic Visit to the United States by 
officially opening the Eighth Religion, Science and the Environment (RSE) Symposium, entitled “Restoring Balance: 
The Great Mississippi River,” in New Orleans. Throughout the week, a large and diverse group of theologians, scien-
tists, policymakers, environmentalists, representatives of business and NGOs, and media convened to explore solu-
tions to environmental issues.  

In a sign of hope and faith, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew blessed the waters of the Mississippi River in a spe-
cial liturgical service. The Orthodox Christian Blessing of the Waters service (Agiasmos) is a prayer invoking God’s 
renewing power to give life to all creation. It has its roots deep in Christian history and is linked with ancient ceremo-
nies commemorating the Baptism of Jesus. Wherever the Ecumenical Patriarch has presided over the Environmental 
symposia under his patronage -- from the Amazon to the Arctic, from the Black Sea to the Baltic, he has always 
blessed the waters as a sign of promise and hope in the future. (Photo by Dimitrios Panagos)  

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew delivers a very significant opening address, setting the tone for 
the 8th Environmental Symposium “The Great Mississippi River: Restoring Balance”.  

Roman Catholic Archbishop Gregory Aymond of New Orleans welcomed the Ecumenical Patriarch and read a cor-
dial, prayerful, and personal message from Pope Benedict XVI in which the Pope conveyed his support and solidarity 
in the effort of caring and protecting the environment and “the safeguarding of God’s creation.” 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, in his very significant opening address, said that “we have reached a defining 
moment in our history…the point where absolute limits to our survival are being reached,” and we “instead of living 
on income, or the available surplus of the earth, we are consuming environmental capital and destroying its resources 
as if there is no tomorrow.” (See full text at www.usvisit2009.org) 

Senator Paul Sarbanes, who is a participant in the symposium, read a message from former Vice President Al Gore, 
in which he expressed his esteem and respect for the Ecumenical Patriarch’s perseverance demonstrated by this 
Eighth Environmental Symposium.  

Finally, Archbishop Demetrios, as the Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, offered an official wel-
come to the Ecumenical Patriarch both to the United States and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, which 
is an eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.  

“We are in this wounded city, New Orleans, and in an equally wounded River, the mighty Mississippi. And we are 
here to contribute, as much as it is possible, to the healing of both,” said Archbishop Demetrios and added that His 
All Holiness is “the Healer Patriarch who laboriously, incessantly, and deliberately serves in an extraordinary way the 
ecological healing process and tends to the wounds inflicted upon nature by human beings.” 

You can follow live coverage online of the Visit of His All Holiness at http://www.usvisit2009.org 
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Nektarios of Pentapolis  
the Wonderworker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Saint Nektarios was born in Selyvria of Thrace on Octo-
ber 1, 1846. After putting himself through school in Con-
stantinople with much hard labour, he became a monk on 
Chios in 1876, receiving the monastic name of Lazarus; 
because of his virtue, a year later he was ordained dea-
con, receiving the new name of Nektarios. Under the pa-
tronage of Patriarch Sophronius of Alexandria, Nektarios 
went to Athens to study in 1882; completing his theologi-
cal studies in 1885, he went to Alexandria, where Patri-
arch Sophronius ordained him priest on March 23, 1886 
in the Cathedral of Saint Sabbas, and in August of the 
same year, in the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, 
made him Archimandrite. Archimandrite Nektarios 
showed much zeal both for preaching the word of God, 
and for the beauty of God's house. He greatly beautified 

the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, and years later, 
when Nektarios was in Athens, Saint Nicholas appeared 
to him in a dream, embracing him and telling him he was 
going to exalt him very high. 

   On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint 
Nicholas, Nektarios was consecrated Metropolitan of the 
Pentapolis in eastern Libya, which was under the jurisdic-
tion of Alexandria. Although Nektarios' swift ascent 
through the degrees of ecclesiastical office did not affect 
his modesty and childlike innocence, it aroused the envy 
of lesser men, who convinced the elderly Sophronius that 
Nektarios had it in his heart to become Patriarch. Since 
the people loved Nektarios, the Patriarch was troubled by 
the slanders. On May 3, 1890, Sophronius relieved Met-
ropolitan Nektarios of his duties; in July of the same year, 
he commanded Nektarios to leave Egypt. 

   Without seeking to avenge or even to defend himself, 
the innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where he found 
that accusations of immorality had arrived before him. 
Because his good name had been soiled, he was unable to 
find a position worthy of a bishop, and in February of 
1891 accepted the position of provincial preacher in 
Euboia; then, in 1894, he was appointed dean of the Ri-
zarios Ecclesiastical School in Athens. Through his elo-
quent sermons his unwearying labours to educate fitting 
men for the priesthood, his generous alms deeds despite 
his own poverty, and the holiness, meekness, and fatherly 
love that were manifest in him, he became a shining light 
and a spiritual guide to many.  
   At the request of certain pious women, in 1904 he be-
gan the building of his convent of the Holy Trinity on the 
island of Aegina while yet dean of the Rizarios School; 
finding later that his presence there was needed, he took 
up his residence on Aegina in 1908, where he spent the 
last years of his life, devoting himself to the direction of 
his convent and to very intense prayer; he was sometimes 
seen lifted above the ground while rapt in prayer. He be-
came the protector of all Aegina, through his prayers de-
livering the island from drought, healing the sick, and 
casting out demons. Here also he endured wicked slan-
ders with singular patience, forgiving his false accusers 
and not seeking to avenge himself. Although he had al-
ready worked wonders in life, an innumerable multitude 
of miracles have been wrought after his repose in 1920 
through his holy relics, which for many years remained 
incorrupt. There is hardly a malady that has not been 
cured through his prayers; but Saint Nektarios is espe-
cially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in 
all parts of the world. 

 

Apolytikion  
 

O faithful, let us honor Nektarios, divine servant of 
Christ, offspring of Silivria and guardian of Aegina, 
who in these latter years was manifested as the true 

friend of virtue. All manner of healing wells forth for 
those who in piety cry out, "Glory to Christ who glori-

fied you; glory to Him who, through you, wrought 
wonders; glory to Him who, through you, works heal-

ing for all."  
 

Kontakion  

 

In joy, let our hearts praise the latest shining star of 
the Orthodox, the newly erected rampart of the 

Church. For, glorified by the work of the Spirit, he 
abundantly pours forth the grace of healing to those 

who cry out, "Hail, Father Nektarios".  



Saint Catherine, the Great Martyr 

    The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the daughter of Constus, 
the governor of Alexandrian Egypt during the reign of the em-
peror Maximian (305-313). Living in the capital, the center of 
Hellenistic knowledge, and possessed of a rare beauty and intel-
lect, Catherine received an excellent education, studying the 
works of the greatest philosophers and teachers of antiquity. 
Young men from the most worthy families of the empire sought 
the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but she was not interested in 
any of them. She told her parents that she would enter into mar-
riage only with someone who surpassed her in nobility, wealth, 
comeliness and wisdom. 
  

   Catherine's mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her own spiri-
tual Father, a saintly Elder living in a cave outside the city, for 
advice. After listening to Catherine, the Elder said that he knew 
of a Youth who surpassed her in everything.  
"His countenance is more radiant than the shining of the sun, and 
all of creation is governed by His wisdom. His riches are given to 
all the nations of the world, yet they never diminish. His compas-
sion is unequaled." 

  

    This description of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in the 
soul of the holy maiden an ardent desire to see Him. "If you do as 
I tell you," said the monk, "you will gaze upon the countenance 
of this illustrious man." In parting, the Elder handed Catherine an 
icon of the Theotokos with the divine Child Jesus on Her arm and 
told her to pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of 
the Heavenly Bridegroom, and She would hear Catherine and 
grant her heart's desire. 

 

   Catherine prayed all night and was permitted to see the Most 
Holy Virgin, Who said Her Divine Son, "Behold Thy hand-
maiden Catherine, how fair and virtuous she is." But the Child 
turned His face away from her saying, "No, she is ugly and unbe-
lieving. She is a foolish pauper, and I cannot bear to 
 look at her until she forsakes her impiety."  

   

    Catherine returned again to the Elder deeply saddened, and told 
him what she had seen in the dream. He lovingly received her, 
instructed her in the faith of Christ, admonished her to preserve 
her purity and integrity and to pray unceasingly. She then re-
ceived the Mystery of holy Baptism from him. Again St Cath-
erine had a vision of the Most Holy Theotokos with Her Child. 
Now the Lord looked tenderly at her and gave her a beautiful 
ring, a wondrous token of her betrothal to the Heavenly Bride-
groo m (Th is  r i ng  is  s t i l l  on  her  hand) .  

    

    At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for a pa-
gan festival. Therefore, the celebration was especially splendid 
and crowded. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the smoke and 
the smell of the sacrifices, the endless blazing of fires, and the 
bustling crowds at the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. Hu-
man victims also were brought, the confessors of Christ, those 
who would not deny Him under torture.  
 

  They were condemned to death in the fire. 

 

The saint's love for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to 
ease their sufferings compelled Catherine to speak to the pagan 
p r i e s t  a n d  t o  t h e  e m p e r o r  M a x i m i a n .  

   Introducing herself, the saint 
confessed her faith in the One 
True God and with wisdom ex-
posed the errors of the pagans. 
The beauty of the maiden capti-
vated the emperor. In order to 
convince her and to show the 
superiority of pagan wisdom, 
the emperor ordered fifty of the 
most learned philosophers and 
rhetoricians of the Empire to 
dispute with her, but the saint 
got the better of the wise men, 
so that they came to believe in 
C h r i s t  t h e m s e l v e s .  
 

St Catherine made the Sign of 
the Cross over the martyrs, and 
they bravely accepted death for 

Christ and were burned alive by order of the emperor.  
 

   Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the saint, tried to en-
tice her with the promise of riches and fame. Receiving an angry 
refusal, the emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terrible 
tortures and then throw her in prison. The Empress Augusta, who 
had heard much about the saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed 
upon the military commander Porphyrius to accompany her to the 
prison with a detachment of soldiers. The empress was impressed 
by the strong spirit of St Catherine, whose face was radiant with 
divine grace.  
 

   The holy martyr explained the Christian teaching  
to them, and they were converted to Christ.  
   

 On the following day they again brought the martyr to the judg-
ment court where, under the threat of being broken on the wheel, 
they urged that she renounce the Christian Faith and offer sacri-
fice to the gods. The saint steadfastly confessed Christ and she 
herself approached the wheels; but an angel smashed the instru-
ments of execution, which shattered into pieces with many pa-
gans standing nearby. 

  

   Having beheld this wonder, the Empress Augusta and the impe-
rial courtier Porphyrius with 200 soldiers confessed their faith in 
Christ in front of everyone, and they were beheaded. Maximian 
again tried to entice the holy martyr, proposing marriage to her, 
and again he was refused. St Catherine firmly confessed her fi-
de l i t y  to  t he  heaven ly B r idegroo m Chr is t , 
 and with a prayer to Him she herself lay her head on the block 
b e n e a t h  t h e  e x e c u t i o n e r ' s  s w o r d .  
    
   The relics of St Catherine were taken by the angels to Mount 
Sinai. In the sixth century,, the venerable head and left hand of 
the holy martyr were found through a revelation and transferred 
with honor to a newly-constructed church of the Sinai monastery, 
built by the holy Emperor Justinian (November 14).  
   
  St Catherine is called upon for relief and assistance during a 
difficult childbirth. Pilgrims to her monastery on Mt Sinai are 
given souvenir rings as a remembrance of their visit.  
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Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
 Pensacola, Florida  

Visit our Church website at www.annunciationgoc.org 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 8:45a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 9a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  5th Sunday 
of Luke 

 

AHEPA OXI Day 
Luncheon 

 

Philoptochos Board 
Meeting 

2 3 
 

4 
 

JOY  
Gathering 

6:00pm 

5 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

6 7 
 

8 
7th Sunday 

of Luke 
Synaxis of the 

Archangels 

Philoptochos 
General Meeting 

 

9 
St. Nektarios the 

Wonderworker 

10 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

11 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
 

 
 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

13 
 

14 
 
 
 

15    8th Sunday 
of Luke 

 

NATIVITY 
FAST BEGINS 

 

“Celebrate Pensacola” 
 

General  
Assembly  
Meeting 

16 
St. Matthew the 

Apostle and 
Evangelist 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

 
 

Glentzethes:7pm 

20 21 
Entrance of the 

Theotokos 
   

Services  
in Malbis 

22  
9th Sunday 

of Luke 
 
 

23 
 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
St. Katherine 

the Great  
Martyr 

 
 
 
 

 

26 
Thanksgiving 

Day 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 
  

29 
13th Sunday 

of Luke 
 

30 
St. Andrew the 
First-Called 

Apostle 

1 2 3 
Choir  

Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

4 5 



 
 
 
 

APOLITIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
 
 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, 
 and the revelation of a mystery  
which was hidden from eternity. 

 The Son of God Becomes the Virgin’s Son, 
  and Gabriel announces  the grace 

of this Good News. 
 Let us also join with him, 
 calling to the Theotokos: 

Rejoice, 
 O woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
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