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ANNUNCIATION GReEeEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.im3:00 p.m.
Phone: (850) 432662 Fax: (850) 548943
Email: office@annunciationgoc.org Website:www.annunciationgoc.org
Fr. Panagi ot i 8877 C é&hdil: freeter@éanBundajiongdorg

+Very Rev. Protopresbyter Panagiotis Papanikolaou
Presiding Priest

SUNDAY SERVICES Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES Divine Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

PARISH COUNCIL

OFFICERS
Presidentéé. .. .. ééé. éJames Mohamed
Vice President........c...c........ Dr. Peter Kantrales
Secretaryééé....e.é....George Apostl e
Treasurereéeéé. ... e.ééGary Tringas
Assi stant Treasureré. .. ... éMi chael Stami t
MEMBERS

Henry Bressack Dr. Charles Stamitoles
Laura Haley Joe Whisler
Heidi Silivos Doug White

CHURCH STAFF

Administrative Assistant . . Kathy Hamilton Chantor................. Nick Peterson
Subdeacon............ Emmanuel Zangas Choir Director . . . ......... Vangie Anastopoulo
Altar Boy Director . .. ... .. Evan Papanikolaou Choir Assistant Director . . Eli Pagonis
Webmaster............ Kathy Hamilton Organist............... Tina Varvouris
Custodian............... Jay Jarman Prosphoro Coordinator . . . .. Phyllis Pagonis

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Stewardship Committee: Education, Culture, &Youth
Chairman ............ Doug White Diakonia Committee . . . ... .. Presvytera Tina
Administrative Chair ... Kathy Hamilton Community Outreach . ... ... Sissy Watson
Sunday School Director . .. John P. Scott HARA Dancers............. Evie Dampier
Ladies Philoptochos . . . . .. Joanna Thagouras Glentzethes Dancers . .. ... .. Elizabeth Gilmore
JOY Advisor . ........... Evie Dampier AHEPA . ... ... ... .. Dr. Charles Stamitoles
GOYA Advisors . ........ Faye Stamitoles  Daughters of Penelope . . . . .. Krissy Kritselis
Charles Stamitoles SS Joachim& Anna........ To be appointed
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Pastoral
Reflections

My beloved in the Lord:

This year Triodion begins of Sunday, Februaly &nd as we start our spiritual preparations to traverse the
journey of Great Lent, | would humbly like to share with you some reflections on what is theumakean Orthodox
Christian. It is human nature to categorize and evaluate others, and this nature also applies to us as Orthodox Christ
We apply words likegood, real, indifferent, lukewarmor bad to this title, perhaps because we understand there are
entirely too many nominal Orthodox Christians. Surely, however, most of us consider ourselves pretty good Orthod
Christians. This rgoode®&rthedqgue€hiibati awhat Wbat ar e

Some sugggmmd ©OhathodoXi Christian does not do thos
negative test of the Orthodox Christi agoodl idret.h o dlotx iCs
one who is faithful to the teachings of the Church, who tries to live up to its formal requirements by attending service
receiving Holy Communion and contributing money. Still others contend that the supreme test of Orthodoxy is activit
I teaching in Church school, working with youth, assisting the Priest in pastoral work, belonging to various auxiliarie:
singing in the choir or pitching in to help with the many chores around the Church buildings. A few people feel that
figopod Ort hodox Christian should not confine himself o0
participate in resolving the probl ems. Anyonegoodpr ov
Orthodox Christian because that person is using the Orthodox background for the good of the greatest number of peoj

The list can go on and on. You can readily see yourself or others in these categories. Taken together, they
char actgeohi 0ag tedhodox Chri sti an; however, no one of the
and swearing, may be faithful to the formal requirements of Orthodoxy, may be active in the Church and communit
and vy e tgoo @rthodbxeChristians.

To powd i Ort hodox Christians, we must | i goodd f @r t ho d
Christian needs to understand the source of Christian living. As children of God, we have been brought into a vil
uni on with the Resurrected Logoah @rmtdhddcax Clerliagtiioaars h
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. According to Holy Scripture and the Church Fathers, to be a real Orthodox Christi
means to let that which was potentially in our initial experience become a living and dynamic reality. We must let th
Resurrected Lord |Iive within ugoodn®Oréhpdess CHrmseél an
we are Christike.

The supreme test of an Orthodox Christian is positive rather than negative. It is a relationship so deep a
meaningful that all of life is influenced by it. Yes, obey the commandments and moral laws. Deeply believe in th
teachings of the Holy Church. Fully live up to the requirements of the Church. Work with love for the Church and th
community. Faithfully attend Church services regularly. Support His Church, which He has placed in our hands, bo
financially and morally. But let the motivation for all these expressions of the Orthodox Christian life be your love an
gratitude to Al mighty God for the blessings t hgobd hav
Orthodox Christian life flows from within outward, and its source is your vital relationship to the living Lord, the
Panagia and all His Saints.

Praying that the abundant blessings of Almighty God and the prayers of the most Holy Theotokos be with yc
and all your loved ones, | humbly remain,

With paternal blessings and love,

+-r. Panagiotis
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ALTAR BOYS

Peter Stamitoles (Captain)
lakovos Haley (CeCaptain)
Christopher Astudillo
Nikolas Argeris
Nicholas Staviski
Yianni Whisler
Zachary Whisler

Altar Boys are required to
report to the Altar at
9:45 a.m. Sunday mornings

All young men, ages-28,
are encouraged to join our
Altar Boy Team.
Please call Evan Papanikolao
Altar Boy Director, if you are
interested in joining.

FEBRUARY
NARTHEX USHERS

George Apostle
Henry Bressack
Laura Haley
James Mohamed
Dr. Charles Stamitoles
Joe Whisler
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 2012
SUNDAY AND WEEKDAY SERVICES

FEBRUARY 20

Thursday, February 2nd - Presentation of our Lord into the Temple

Epistle: Hebrews: 7:17 Gospel: Luke:2:220
Prosforo: Mahi Fotopoulos

Sunday, February 5th- Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
Triodion Begins (No fasting this week)

Epistle: Il Timothy 3:1015 Gospel: Luke 18:104
Readers: Katherine Petrelis and Jason Callonas
Prosforo: Mahi Fotopoulos

Sunday, February 12th- Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:120 Gospel: Luke 15:132
Readers: Vassiliki Montgomery and Martin Stephenson
Prosforo: Maria Thagouras

Saturday, February 18th- 1st Saturday of the Souls

Epistle: | Thessaloniand:13-17 Gospel: Luke 21:8; 2527;3336
Prosforo: Mahi Geeker

Sunday, February 19th- Judgment (Meatfare) Sunday
Youth Sunday
Fasting from meat begins Monday, February 20th

Epistle: | Corinthians 8:813; 9:1:2 Gospel:Matthew 25:3146
Readers: Katherine Petrelis and Youth Reader
Prosforo: Sophia Katsaros

Saturday, February 25th- 2nd Saturday of the Souls

Epistle: Galatians 5:226; 6::2 Gospel: Matthew 613
Prosforo: Anna Maria Gallaher

Sunday, February 26th- Forgiveness (Cheesefare) Sunday

Epistle: | Corinthians:8:813;9:1-2 Gospel:Matthew 25:3146
Readers: Vassiliki Montgomery and Youth Reader
Prosforo: Maria Fivgas

Monday, February 27th - Clean Monday (Great Lent Begins)
Great Compline Service6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 29th
Presanctified Liturgy 6:00 p.m.
Prosforo: Sophie Katsaros
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METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS OF ATLANTA FEBRUARY 2(

GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS “ ATLANTA
IEPA MHTPOITOAIZ. ATAANTAY.

January 23, 2012

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Papanikolaou
Parish Council President & esteemed Parish Council members
And the Faithful of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Pensacola, FL.

My dearly beloved in the Lord,

“Brethren, live like children of light, for the light of the Holy Spirit leads
to perfect goodness, righteousness, and truth.”
(Ephesians 5:8)

I greet you with love and joy in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, with prayers that you will blessed with all
His abundant gifts of health, wisdom, happiness and prosperity in the New Year and always.

I wanted to let you know how pleased I was to visit your beautiful parish community again last weekend. Truly I believe
that we all received blessings from Almighty God by gathering together in prayer, worship and fellowship. I also wanted
to thank you for your generous contribution to the Agape Fund. My pledge to you is that your generosity will bear much
good fruit, in assisting and helping others.

I give thanks to Almighty God for your dedication and commitment, as well as the unselfish offering of your time,
abilities and effort. I am indeed thankful to our Lord for you and all the hard-working and faithful individuals of your
community who dedicate themselves to His service.

Through the prayers of the Theotokos, may we be inspired to commit ourselves to bring the light of the Gospel of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, witnessing to His love and grace.

May God bless you and your loved ones with the gift of His grace, the peace of His presence, and the joy of His love, as
we journey through the New Year! I remain

Prayerfully yours with paternal love in Christ our Lord,

+Wetrapotitan Hleaios
+ALEXIOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta

2480 Clairmont Road, NLE, Atlanta, Georgia 30329 Telephone: 404-634-9345 Fax: 404-634-2471

Web: www.atlmetropolis.org  L-mail: info@atlmetropolis.org
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0ol was sick and you visitedOYmeo
(Matthew 25:36) Evie Dampier
If a family member is ill, in the hospital or in a JOY will have a brief meeting Sunday, February

rehabilitation center, please call Fr. Panagiotis so that5Sth to finalize our cooking functionRemember we
Father can make a pastoral visit to them. This call shouldwill be  cooking at Distinctive Kitchens Saturday,
come directly from the family so that Father is made awareFebruary 11th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pnRlease

of the iliness, alleviating any confusion. have your release forms with you when you arrive for
) ) the class.If any JOY member wishes to participate in

Birthday Celebration this function, please contact me for information on

James Mohamed, Parish Council President the cost.Again JOY is opened to any child in the 2nd

On Sunday, February 5th, we will celebrate all the - °th grade. Please call me at Z8¥60 or email me at

iFebruaryo birthdayos wit hEdampgr@arnalcoroffurtheginformation, | | o i n

Diving Liturgy, in the Hellenic Center during coffee hour. Philoptochos
Altar Boys Stavroula Brock
Evan Papanikolaou On January 28th Philoptochos had their

Holiday-Membership Luncheon at the Hellenic
Center at noonAll the ladies were invited to join us
qto celebrate and join the Philoptochos
organization. Lunch was provided. Our Chairperson,
Becky MacArthur and our chef Spero Athanasios did
an outstanding job! Everything was great! Thank
Sunday School you! Everyone who attended had a great tinwe

all enjoyed the social time.The President, Joanna

. _ ~Thagour as di d a gui ck oV
For all those who participated in Godparent/Godchild 3ccomplishment and our 2012 goals.

Sunday we would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation
and thanks.

On Saturday, February 18th, at 11:00 a.m. there will be
an Altar Boy gathering in the Church. We begin with
practice for the special services of the Great Lent followe
by a catechistical lesson by Fr. Panagiotis. We will end in
the Hellenic Center with a lunch.

John Scott and Presvytera Tina

It's still not to late to join us, you can contact any
one of the Board members (Joanna Thagouras, Sophia
GOYA Katsaros, Evie Dampier, Letay Teclehaimanot, Gloria
Dr. Charles & Faye Stamitoles Lind, Presvytera Tina Papa}nikolaou, Becl_<y
MacArthur, Sissy Watson, Stasi Geeker, Despina
Sunday, February 5th, FunédpRehsdrfand Sta@dula THaGoBdsck) afdwe A
donation gets you a Gyro, chips, and choice of cookie oryij| pe glad to answer any of your
brownie. Add a $1 and get a drink. questions. Membership forms are located on the

Sunday, February 19th, Youth Sunday: Our GOYAns bulletin board in the Hellenic center if you are inter-
will be helping with the Epistle reading and in the Narthex. ested.We welcome all of you

Our GOYAns attended the Metropolis Winter Youth
Rally in Atlanta on December 27th through December 30th. 5 =3
Our GOYAnNs had a fantastic time. Peter Stamitoles and i
Nick Staviski were presented with the MVP award. While
Mari a Mal amo and Nina Stavi
volleyball team taking home 3rd place.

We had four GOYAns partici
Dive on Saturday, January 14th: Chloe Bressack, Christian
Haley, Nina Staviski and Rylie White. Christian Haley
won the Cross Dive. Fr. Panagiotis presented Christian
with his cross on Sunday, January 15th.
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Baptisms AHEPA Birthdays

On Saturday, January 14th, Dr. Charles Stamitoles
George Carmical was baptized into  The next AHEP Convention ~ _
the Holy Orthodox Faith.  His meeting with be on Tuesday, Joe OONeil 2/
Godparents are Jason and Agnesfebruary 13th, at the AHEPA George Apostle 2/6
Callonas. : PP Alexa Verzwyvelt 2/7

housing, 6:00 p.m. Nina Dickson 2/8
On Saturday, January 14th, Jenny - _NIna LIckson 2J¢
' ' AHEPA Family Summer Giannoula Stamoulis 2/8

Roberts was baptized into the Holy Co

Orthodox Faith and received the nvention will be held at Victoria Verzwyvelt 2/8

L . Pensacola Beach, June 7thOth. Elias Skoufis 2/12
ggg?‘g{;\ er;arél\(lai eoé a?;;\;ri];rme by her Those interested in assisting and/ Presvytera Tina Papanikolaou 2/13
’ ' or attending please see Dr. Bill Randall 2/13
On Saturday, January 14th, Charles Stamitoles or James Katina Petrelis 2/14
Aubrey Roberts was baptized into the Mohamed during the Coffee Hour lliana Krasnosky 2/20
Holy Orthodox Faith and received in the Hellenic Center. Peter Stamatelos 2/20
the Christian name of Sophia by her Nick Agall 2/21
Godmother, Evie Dampier. Daughters of Richard Russell 2/22
On Sunday, January 15th, the Penelope Peter Stamitoles 2/24
daughter of Erik and Elizabeth Krissy Kritselis Peter Adamopoulos 2/25
Gilmore was baptized into the Holy _ _ Susie Morris 2/25
Orthodox Faith and received the We are hosting a very special Spero Athanasios, Jr. 2/27
Christian name of Angela by her dinner February 18_th to raise Mary Bailey 2_/27
Godmother, Daphne Rose Pagonis. funds fo_r the upcoming AHEPA Speros Athanasios 2/28
Convention this summerThe Jenny Roberts 2/28

May God bless the neWIy illumined! dinner  will be a Culinary

Thank Yo delight. There will be tickets sold 09“*’"‘%
u in the Hellenic CenterPrices and 967
menu to follow. Silent Auction
I wish to thank you my fellow will be featuredMusic will be Anniversaries
parishioners for the kindness and love part of the party sceneMore
during my iliness and the sad fact of information will be posted in the

Mrs. Helen Milukas

my beloved h us b #&ellehic Ceners e p h 0 s Gus & Pam Argeris 2/10
passing. All the phone calls and Dimitrios & Linda Maletsidis 2/14
cards helped me and my family George & Linda Nikolopoulos 2/25
during these difficult days. May God Richard &Tina Russell 2/25
bless you ; Thomas & Pat Portaritis 2/26

Bill & Maria Daughdrill 2/27

- P
A XY f
g
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The Stewardship of St. Haralampos The Hieromartyr- February 10

AYou therefore, my son, be strong in the g

have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also. You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. N
one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him
who enlisted him as a soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned
unless he competes according to the rules. The hardworking farmer must be first to partake o
- |the crops. Consider what | say, and may

- | Timothy: 2:17).

{ln the early Church, the term fimartyr: was
witnesses of Christés |ife and resurrecti ol
endured, however, the term was applied to those who gave their lives for the Christian Orthodox

Faith. I n Greek the work martyrs means, f
|Abear witnesso or fAgive evidence. 0

Though martyrdom was not a constant experience for the early Church, it was a possibility with which the early Chridttlans had

reckon. It was the consummate act of faith for as lfefoe Lo
his friendso (John 15:13). Before actually being execut
sufferings.

One of the saints recorded to have endured the greatest suffering of any martyr was the presbyter, Haralampos. Asmusecond ¢
priest inMagnesia, Asia Minor, he served his people with great faith and love. His reputation as a man of God had spre:
throughout the area and many people came to the Faith through his preaching the good News of Jesus Christ. Durinfy a perio
extreme persecution, Haralampos did not hide, but openly and boldly preached the Christian Orthodox Faith! When Haralampos \
finally arrested for having the courage to preach the Gospel, his persecutors devised a plan of persecution for evéngsse to w
Although he was tortured repeatedly, he never denounced his faith in Jesus Christ. For several months this perseountiom went
not once did Haralampos weaken in his faith. Forced to suffer extreme pain and degradation, Haralampos continuedrtd preach
many miracles and conversion took place among the people. When the soldiers thrashed the skin from his body Haralampos ¢
i Thank you, my brethren, for scraping off the ol d sdhdy ar
i f e, moments before he was to be beheaded, Har al ampos | i f
that men are flesh and blood; forgive them their savenpshisand
soul to God and died without the sword being laid to his neck.

The Holy Spirit filled the martyrs and inspired them. Although we may not experience persecution in our day and agegreve, too
called to follow the blessed example of the martyrs. Having partaken in the Holy Mysteries of the church through HolyaBaptis
Holy Chrismation, we are obligated to follow the example of the saints and strengthen our church for the ages to cemadss st

of our precious Christian Orthodox Faith, our support to our local parish strengthens the ability of our church in Apeseavie

the Faith of the Apostles, Martyrs, and Fathers of the Church. Let us joyously be witnesses of the Faith by offering, our Tim
Talents, and Treasure to the glory of God.

ANNUNCIATION STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Doug White, Stewardship Chair

Income December 2011 Year-To-Date
Pledges $11,928.00 $140,232.05
Other Income $ 491343 $ 33,429.67
Total Income $16,841.43 $173,661.72
Expenses $29,080.51 $322,784.20
Net Deficit: $(12,239.08) $(149,122.48)
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Sunday of the
Publican and
Pharisee

5= The Pharisees were an

@ ancient and outstanding

% sect among the Jews
known for their diligent
observance of the
outward matters of the
Law. Although,
according to the word of
our Lord, they "did all their works to be seen of
men" (Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 23: 13,
14, 15, etc.), because of the apparent holiness of
their lives they were thought by all to be righteous,
and separate from others, which is what the name
Pharisee means. On the other hand, Publicans, col-
lectors of the royal taxes, committed many injustices
and extortions for filthy lucre's sake, and all held
them to be sinners and unjust. It was therefore
according to common opinion that the Lord Jesus
in His parable signified a virtuous person by a
Pharisee, and a sinner by a Publican, to teach His
disciples the harm of pride and the profit of humble
mindedness.

Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and
the greatest hindrance to it is pride, the divine
Fathers have set these three weeks before the
Forty-day Fast as a preparation for the spiritual
struggles of virtue. This present week they have
called Harbinger, since it declares that the Fast is
approaching; and they set humility as the foundation
for all our spiritual labors by appointing that the
parable of the Publican and the Pharisee be read
today, even before the Fast begins, to teach, through
the vaunting of the Pharisee, that the foul smoke of
selfesteem and the stench of boasting drives away
the grace of the Spirit, strips man of all his virtue,
and casts him into the pits of Hades; and, through
the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican,
that humility confers upon the sinner forgiveness of
all his wicked deeds and raises him up to the
greatest heights.

Sunday of the
Prodigal Son

Through the parable of

" today's Gospel, our

= Saviour has set forth

} three things for us: the

=W condition of the  sinner,

- the rule of repentance,
and the greatness of
God's compassion. The
divine Fathers have put
this reading the week
after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that,
seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own
wretched condition inasmuch as we are sunken in
sin, far from God and His Mysteriesve might at last
come to our senses and make haste to return to Him by
repentance during these holy days of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great
iniquities, and have persisted in them for a long time,
oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there can no
longer be any forgiveness for them; and so being
without hope, they fall every day into the same and
even worse iniquities. Therefore, the divine Fathers,
that they might root out the passion of despair from the
hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of
virtue, have set the present parable at the forecourts of
the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of
God's compassion, and to teach them that there is no
sin - no matter how great it may bethat can over-
come at any time His love for man.
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STEWARDSHIP

2012 Stewards of the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church

Fr. Panagiotis & Presvytera Tina Papanikolaou
Bill & Barbara Agall
Nicholas G. & Katherine Agall
Marianthe Alexakos
George & Dorothea Apostle
Peter K. Bailey
Fotios Victor Bokas
Henry & Christy Bressack
Jason & Agnes Callonas
George & Jenny Carmical
Daniel & Constance Cassidy
Georgia L. Chestnut
Achilles & Betty Farsolas
Drs. Jeff & Hollie Fletcher
Jeffrey C. Gallo
Nick P. Geeker
George & Mary Giouzelis
Bennie & Dena Gaoble
Michael & Julie Helms
Peter & Sophia Kantrales
Sophia Katsaros
Edward Korolenko
Maria Koulianos

——

Gloria Lind
Ruth Magoulas
Rebecca S. MacArthur
James & Kris Mohamed
Evangelos P. Papanikolaou
Magdaline Pappas
Patricia Pappas
Anna Sophia Pihakis
James & Helen Pihakis
Photini Pihakis
Bette P. Phillips
Cecil & Helen Sakalarios
Maria Stamatelos
Michael & Martha Stamitoles
Giannoula Stamoulis
Dr. Peter & Frances Stangas
Rose Thames
Gary & Gia Tringas
Phyllis A. Tringas
Styke & Margie Valmus
Lee & Mahi Watson
Wyatt Douglas & Rose Mary White
Mike & Anna Wright

by

/- \-v/ % il
22

......

PAGE 10

FEBRUARY 20



METROPOLIS

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Churc

Pensacola, Florida

FEBRUARY 2012

SUNDAY SERVICES
Orthros 8:45a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10a.m

+++++++
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Divine Liturgy
9:00 a.m.

Visit our Church website atvww.annunciationgoc.org
OF ATLANTA
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Presentation of our
Lord into the
Temple
Choir Rehearsal
5:30 pm
5 Sunday of the 6 7 8 9 10 11
Publican and Pharisee Joy
February Birthday (A:Otc')k'l{]g
Celebration eV
(Distinctive
GOYA AGyr ( Choir Rehearsal Kitchens)
fundrais 5:30 pm
JOY Meeting
12 sunday of the 13 14 15 16 17 18
Prodigal Son 1st Saturday
of the Souls
Altar Boy
Gathering
11:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal
5:30 pm AHEPA/DOP
Dinner
19 Judgment 20 21 22 23 24 25
(Meatfare) Sunday 2nd Saturday|
GOYA Meeting Choir Rehearsal of the Souls
5:30 pm
26 Forgiveness 27 28 29
(Cheesefare) Great Compline Presanctified
Sunday Service Liturgy
6:00 p.m 6:00 p.m.

Feed the Hungry

Please bring neperishable items for the Mann
Food Bank donation box located in the

Hellenic Center.
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