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OFFICERS 
 

President………………Henry Bressack…………..(850) 626-3425 
Vice President…………Nick P. Geeker…………..(850) 434-1734 
Secretary……………....George Apostle…………..(850) 433-6420 
Treasurer………………Gary Tringas……………..(850) 934-4321 
Assistant Treasurer……Peter Kantrales…………...(850) 932-2067 

 

MEMBERS 
 

Eli Pagonis…………………..(850) 916-1246  Rose Thames…………...…....(850) 455-1598 
Heidi Silivos……………... (850) 438-9756  Joe Whisler………………….(850) 932-9589 
Charles Stamitoles…………..(850) 393-5103  Doug White………………....(850) 474-4646 

Sunday School Director……Letay Teclehaimanot          
Greek School Director……...Faye Stamitoles  
Ladies Philoptochos………..Stavroula Thagouras 
Stewardship Committee: 
    Chairman……………...…Paul Peterson 
    Administrative Chair…….Demetrios Golfos              
Community Outreach………Sissy Watson 
JOY Advisor…………...…...Evie Dampier 
GOYA Advisors…………....Faye Stamitoles 
                                               Charles Stamitoles 
 

Prosphoro Coordinator……..Phyllis Pagonis 
Education, Culture, &Youth  
Diakonia Committee...……..Presbytera Tina 
HARA Dancers…………….Evie Dampier 
Glentzethes Dancers……….Laura Wright                                             
                                              Elizabeth Gilmore 
AHEPA…………………….Joe O’Neil 
Daughters of Penelope……..Krissy Kritselis 
SS Joachim & Anna………..Becky MacArthur 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS  

PARISH COUNCIL  
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Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (850) 433-2662     Fax: (850) 549-4943 

Email: office@annunciationgoc.org     Website: www.annunciationgoc.org 
Fr. Panagiotis’ Cell #: (850) 377-8977      E-mail: frpeter@annunciationgoc.org 

 

+Rev. Protopresbyter Panagiotis E. Papanikolaou 
Proistamenos 

 

 SUNDAY SERVICES            Orthros 8:45 a.m.                      Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 WEEKDAY SERVICES        Orthros 9:00 a.m.                       Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lay Assistant…………….….Demetrios Golfos 
Subdeacon  ... …………...….Emmanuel Zangas 
Altar Boys Director……...….George Makris 

Choir Director……………....Vangie Anastopoulo 
Choir Assistant  Director……Eli Pagonis 
Organist……………………..Tina Varvouris 
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My Beloved in the Lord: 
 

“Today Christ is born of the Virgin in Bethlehem. 
Today, He who knows no beginning now begins to 

be, and the Logos is made flesh.” 
(Orthros hymn of the Feast of the Nativity) 

 

The simplicity of the Nativity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ reveals the depth God’s 
love and the mystery of His actions in our life.  As 
we celebrate Christmas anew this year, once again 
the Panagia and Saint Joseph, the shepherds and wise 
men, the angels and animals direct our attention to 
our Lord.  He who is truly the “way, the truth and 
the life” (John 14:1) who reveals Himself in the 
humble circumstances of a cave in Bethlehem.  All 
time is centered upon His coming.  All of creation 
surrounds Him who fashioned the creation! 

 

The story of the birth of Christ is a vivid  
reminder of the depth of God’s love for us.  He loves 
us so much that He has entered into life is this world 
in the person of Jesus Christ.  The infinite God mys-
teriously accepted the limitations of our humanity.  It 
was not enough for God to act through signs and 
wonders of the physical world.  It was not enough 
for God to guide us through the prophets and  
teachers of old.  No, this was not enough for our 
God.  To express His boundless love for us, the  
Living God appeared among us in the person of 
Christ our Lord.  By fully identifying Himself with 
us, our Lord has come to teach us, to heal us and to 
leads us back to the Father.  He has come to remind 
us that we are the Father’s precious sons and 
daughters.  As Saint John the Evangelist says: “God 
so loved the world that He sent His only Begotten 
Son so that all who believe in Him will not be lost 
but will have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 

Many years before the Beatitudes were taught 
and many years before His glorious Resurrection, 
our Lord revealed God’s love for us through the  
simple events of His birth.  The Lord of Glory  
demonstrated His love for us simply by entering into 
our life and by sharing in all that is truly human.  
Saint Basil the Great reminds us of this saying:  
“Every act and every word of our Saviour is a guide 
for holiness and virtue.  For this reason He became 
human, so that in images He may depict both  
holiness and virtue for us…For this reason He 
bears a body so that we may imitate His 
life” (Ascetical Principles, 1). 

 

Through His Nativity in Bethlehem, our Lord 
reveals to us the breath and depth of God’s love for 
us.  Whether we see Him as the child in Bethlehem, 
the teacher in Galilee or the Risen Lord in Jerusalem; 
our Lord is truly the greatest gift of the Father ‘for 
us and for our salvation.’ 

 

 The story of Christ’s Nativity speaks to us 
about the mysterious ways of God.  The Triune God 
acts in ways that we do not always expect.  His ways 
are truly wonder-filled.  For centuries, the ancient 
Israelites had expected the Messiah.  The Prophets, 
especially Isaiah and Jeremiah, called the people to 
readiness and openness of God’s actions.  Their  
message provided the people with indications about 
the coming Messiah.  Yet, when “the fullness of 
time had come” (Galatians 4:4), the Messiah did not 
arrive as a conquering hero in a golden chariot with 
pomp and splendor.  He was not robed in expensive 
clothing.  He did not appear in the capital city.  
Throngs of adoring followers did not accompany 
Him.��
�

 When the Messiah finally arrived, He came 
first as a baby.  He was born to a young girl – a vir-
ginal born!  The event occurred in the simply village 
of Bethlehem.  He was sheltered in a place reserved 
for animals because the inn was full.  There, in such 
simple circumstances, “the Logos became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth…”  
 (John 1:14). This is the mysterious way of God!   
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Through the Christmas story, our Lord  

reveals that God acts in ways that we do not always 
expect.  We cannot shape the mighty acts of God to 
our limited understanding.  The Triune God is greater 
than our limited perceptions of Him.  He acts in  
mysterious and wondrous ways to draw us to Him and 
to one another in love.   

 

The persons who are involved in the story of 
Christ’s birth were all quite different.  The Panagia 
and Saint Joseph were humble travelers seeking a 
place of shelter.  The shepherds were simple men of 
the land tending their flocks.  The wise men were 
wealthy and aristocratic foreigners wandering in a 
strange land.  Yet, each of them shared a common 
characteristic.  They opened their hearts to the  
actions of the Lord who mysteriously led them to the 
village of Bethlehem.  Each of them allowed God to 
act in their lives.  The Panagia and Saint Joseph were 
willing to change their whole life to nurture and  
protect the Christ-Child.  The shepherds were willing 
to hear the words of the angels.  The wise men were 
willing to follow the star.  We remember them to this 
day because they opened their hearts and trusted in the 
Lord.   

 

Through His Nativity in Bethlehem, our Lord 
reveals that we too must open our hearts to His  
presence and actions.  God wants us to share in His 
work of reconciliation.  Like the participations in the 
first Christmas, we too are called to be persons whose 
hearts are opened to the divine presence and actions.   

 

The story of the Nativity of our Lord and its 
significance is often clouded by the commercialism of 
the season.  There is a very frenzied pace to these days 
which can so easily depersonalize us and dampen the 
true joy of the season.  The stores tempt us for weeks 
on end to buy this thing or buy that thing.  Some of us 
prefer to speak of the ‘Holiday Season’ rather than of 
Christmas.  Many schools have forbidden the  
remembrance of Christ’s Nativity in the classroom.  
Yes, throughout our society, many fail to remember 
that the coming of Christ is truly at the heart of the 
Christmas celebrations.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What can we do?  Let us remember that the 

season celebrates the love of God revealed in the  
coming of Christ.  For those with true faith, the  
colored lights, the green trees, the wreaths and the 
flowers are the symbols of the joy of Christmas.  Let 
us celebrate the joy of Christ’s coming!  Let us share 
the love of God with others.  Christ has come to bear 
witness of the Father’s love for us.  We too can share 
this love with others, especially with the poor and less 
fortunate among us.   We can be sensitive to those 
who cannot easily celebrate because of a loss in their 
lives.  Let us be the ambassadors of God who shares 
His care and philanthropy.  Let us seek the Lord with 
an open heart as the shepherds and wise men did.  
This means that we find opportunities for prayer and 
meditation, for reading the Holy Scriptures related to 
Christ’s coming.  This means that we can make 
Christmas a special holy day by participating in the 
Divine Liturgy and by receiving Holy Communion 
with reverence of God, with faith and with love.   

 

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and 
praying that the abundant blessings of the Incarnate 
God fill your hearts and homes, I humbly remain, 

 
With paternally love and blessings  

in the Incarnate God,  
 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
 

+���������	
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Charles Stamitoles (Captain) 
George Weisnicht (Captain) 

Nicholas Argeris 
Gus Anastopoulo 
Peter Stamitoles  
Paul Spraggins 

Nicholas Staviski 
Peter Staviski 

Yianni Whisler 
Zachary Whisler 

 

   PLEASE BE ON TIME 
AND REPORT TO 

THE ALTAR  
BY 9:45 A.M. 

 

All Altar Boys are kindly  
requested to serve on Sundays 

and major feastdays. 
 

All young men (ages 8-18) are 
encouraged to join our Altar 
Boy  Team! Please contact 

 Father Panagiotis  
or George Makris 

if you are interested. 
 

 

SUNDAY NARTHEX USHERS 
 

Henry Bressack, George Apostle, 
Charles Stamitoles and  

Rose Thames 
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Friday, December 4th – St. Barbara the Great Martyr & St. John the Damascene 
 

  Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5 Gospel: Mark 5:24-34  
  Prosforon: Damaskini Lagouras 
 
Sunday, December 6th–10th Sunday of Luke; Saint Nicholas the  
Wonderworker  
 

  Epistle:  Hebrews 13:17-21  Gospel:  Luke 13:10-17 
  Readers: Katherine Petrelis and Demetrios Golfos     
  Prosforon:  Damaskini Lagouras  
 

Saturday December 12th – Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker 
 

  Epistle:  Ephesians 5:8-19 Gospel: John 10:9-16 
  Prosforon: Mahi Geeker / Phyllis Pagonis 
 

Sunday, December 13th – 11th Sunday of Luke 
  Epistle: Colossians  3:4-11   Gospel: Luke 14:16-24; Matthew 22:14 
  Readers: Demetrios Golfos and James Wright 
  Prosforon:  Maria Thagouras    

Sunday, December 20th - Sunday before Nativity; Saint Ignatius the God-
Bearer 
 

  Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40    Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 
  Readers: Vassiliki Montgomery and Paul Peterson   
  Prosforon:  Maria Fivgas 
 

THURSDAY, December 24th – Eve of the Nativity of our Lord 
 

 Royal Hours:   10:00am in the morning 
 Great Vespers: 9:00pm / Orthros: 10:00pm / Divine Liturgy 11:00pm 
  Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7 Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
  Readers: Demetrios Golfos and James Wright  
     Prosforon:    Presbytera Tina Papanikolaou  

 

FRIDAY, December 25th – The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ        
No fasting until January 5th 

 
 

Sunday, December 27th – Sunday after Nativity of our Lord; St. Stephen the 
Proto-Martyr  
 

  Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19 Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 
  Readers: Katherine Petrelis and Martin Stevenson  
  Prosforon:   Mahi Fotopoulos   
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   Elections will be held on Sunday, December 6th  
following the Divine Liturgy until 2:00pm. Only mem-
bers in good standing are eligible to vote. If you are  
unsure that you are current with your Stewardship, please 
call the Church office. The nominees are as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

�������������  
Letay Teclehaimanot  

\ 

The 2009 Sunday School Christmas Pageant will be held 
on Sunday, December 13th immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy in the Church. Rehearsals have been 
scheduled for Sunday, December 6th, as well as  
on Saturday, December 12th. 
 
 

   This year’s Potluck Community Party will be held in 
the Hellenic Center following the Pageant. Everyone is 
asked to bring a Lenten meal (no meat, no dairy). Please 
contact Letay 475-7856  with any questions. 
 

	
������
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Faye Stamitoles 

 

  Our Greek School meets on Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
Anyone young and old wishing to learn the Greek  
language and Greek culture are welcome to attend. For 
more information, please contact Faye Stamitoles or 
Mitsa Morris. 
 

	�������
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Evie Dampier 

 

    A big thank you to those who were able to dance at the 
Gulf Coast Arts Festival this year.  Please try to return 
your dance costumes to me as soon as you can.  
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Stavroula Thagouras 

 

  Our Holiday Bake Sale was a success.  I want to thank 
everyone who helped out on the workshop  days.  Also 
thank you to the chairpersons: Sissy Watson, Vassiliki 
Montgomery, Becky McArthur and Sophia Katsaros for 
all the hard work. 
There will be a Board Meeting  on Sunday, December 
6th after the Coffee Hour. 
 

 

����
Evie Dampier 

 

     JOY’s next gathering will be Wednesday, December 
2nd around 6:00pm (after Greek School).  Please be pre-
sent so we can make plans for our December Bake 
Sale.  We need to finalize a few things before the bake 
sale at a local Walmart.  We are asking our "YiaYias” 
from our Parish for their help in making  
koulourakia.  If you would like to help us please get in 
touch with me. Any help will be much appreciated.   
Proceeds will go to the "Cookies for Kids' Cancer  
Research".   
  We would like to thank you all for your support with 
our bake sale last month.  Proceeds from that bake sale 
along with our December bake sale will be matched by 
the Glad Corporation.  This is a wonderful way to show 
our children that their joy of giving is just as wonderful 
as the joy of receiving.  The children are the future of 
our Church and we all need to help and support 
them.  Again thanks to you all and I will see all JOY 
members at our next gathering.  

 	����
Charles & Faye Stamitoles 

 

Our GOYA is going to start practicing for volleyball and 
basketball.  Our first practice date is November 30th, 
2009 at 6pm-7pm for volleyball, and for basketball 7pm- 
8:30pm.  The practice dates are as follows: Dec. 7th, 
Dec. 14th, and Dec. 21st, 2009. After Christmas break, 
practices will resume  on Jan. 4th,. On Jan. 11th, 2010, 
the last basketball practice is the Father/Son game at the 
First United Methodist Church on East Wright St.  

  Our GOYAns are going on the Winter Youth Rally re-
treat on January 15th-18th, 2010.  This years retreat is 
going to be held in Fort Walton Beach, FL.  More infor-
mation will be given at a later date.  
  Our GOYAns are selling Orthodox Christmas Orna-
ments. Please place your orders to help raise money for 
the GOYAns.  GOYAns will be selling the ornaments 
after church.  
  If you have any questions please contact: Charles or 
Faye Stamitoles at 850-393-7308. 
 

 
 

George Apostle 
Henry Bressack 
Dimitrios Georgiades 
Peter Kantrales 

James Mohamed 
Mark Pappas 
Charles Stamitoles 
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Joe O'Neil 

 

  AHEPA thanks all those who sup-
ported our OXI Day Luncheon.  The 
proceeds from the luncheon were $738 
with 106 tickets being sold.  This will 
go a long way to |supporting upcoming 
events. 
  A special initiation and awards meet-
ing will be held on December 1st at 
7:00 P.M. at the AHEPA Room. A 
regular meeting will be held on  
December 8th at 6:00 P.M. at the 
AHEPA Room. 
  AHEPA and the Daughters of  
Penelope will be hosting a New Year’s 
Eve Party on Thursday, December 
31st at the Hellenic |Center featuring 
Greek and American music, dinner, 
dance and a silent auction.  The menu 
is prime rib or baked fish, garlic 
mashed potatoes and vegetable med-
ley.   
   Tickets are $30 per person, 
|maximum $100 for a family of four. 
To purchase, contact Joe O’Neil at  
863-2726 or  send emai l  to 
ahepa296@yahoo.com. 
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Krissy Kritselis 

 

The Daughters of Penelope will have 
their monthly meeting  on  Sunday, 
December 20th after the Coffee Hour. 
We wish everyone a blessed Christmas 
season and happy New Year! 

�

����)�����
Krissy Kritselis�

�

  The Kritselis Family would like to 
thank everyone in our Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church community 
for all the prayers, well wishes, cards 
and soup bestowed upon us these 
many weeks.  Glorianne is still very 
s ick,  bu t  is  s lowly  ge t t ing  
better.  Your prayers are still needed 
and is most appreciated from the  
bottom of our hearts.�
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 The Annual Archangel Michael Feasts 
and Honors Banquet was held on No-
vember 7th and hosted by His Emi-
nence ALEXIOS of Atlanta. The re-
cipients of  th is  honor f rom  
our parish this year were Henry Bres-
sack and Elizabeth Farsolas. 
 

Congratulations! 
 

+"�� �%�
    On Saturday, November 7th, the  
marriage of John and Melissa  
Paravalos was blessed in the Holy Or-
thodox Church. 
 

Congratulations! 
 
 

,�(! $�$�
  The sons of  John and Melissa  
Paravalos were baptized into the Holy 
Or thodox  Fa i t h  on  Sunday,  
November 8th, receiving the Christian 
names Nikolas by his Godparents, 
George and Anna Paravalos; and Em-
manuel by his Godfather Peter Darios. 

 
  The daughter of Carlito and Carmen 
Schlemmer was baptized into the Holy 
Orthodox Faith on Saturday, Novem-
b e r  1 4 t h ,  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
Christian name of Maria Gabriela by 
her Godmother Joanna Thagouras.�
 

May God bless the newly  
enlightened! 

�
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Eli & Dina Pagonis 12/8 
Sotirios & Cleopatra Makris 12/12 
Peter & Helen Adamopoulos 12/21 

Nick & Mary Ann Hirras 12/31 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Nina Stamatelos 12/1 
Angela Stamitoles 12/2 

Zachary Verzwyvelt 12/2 
Doug White 12/5 

Maria Thagouras 12/6 
Mary Ann Hirras 12/9 

Stella Plakaris 12/9 
Emily Shoulders 12/9 
George Malamo 12/10 

Jan Geeker 12/10 
Bette Phillips 12/12 

Letay Teclehaimanot 12/12 
Stelios Vatsolakis 12/13 

Aspasia Bokas 12/14 
Nick Geeker 12/15 

Nina Gomenis 12/17 
Mike Gavallas 12/17 

Panayiota Whisler 12/17 
Avery Baudean 12/18 

Christine Parliaris 12/18 
Helen Jonas 12/19 

Cory Baudean 12/20 
Ethel Morres 12/20 

Bill Markopoulos 12/24 
Mahi Geeker 12/25 

Nina Homenko 12/27 
Linda Ilias 12/30 

Peter Argeris 12/31 
Mike Hansell 12/31 

Christina Tiblier 12/31 
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 Saint Nicholas of Myra 
the Wonderworker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  This glorious saint, celebrated even today  
throughout the entire world, was the only son of his 
eminent and wealthy parents, Theophanes and Nona, 
citizens of the city of Patara in Lycia. Since he was 
the only son bestowed on them by God, the parents 
returned the gift to God by dedicating their son to 
Him.  
 

  St. Nicholas learned of the spiritual life from his un-
cle Nicholas, Bishop of Patara, and was tonsured a 
monk in the Monastery of New Zion founded by his 
uncle. Following the death of his parents, Nicholas 
distributed all his inherited goods to the poor, not 
keeping anything for himself.     

  As a priest in Patara, he was known for his charity, 
even though he carefully concealed his charitable 
works, fulfilling the words of the Lord: Let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth (Matthew 6:3). 
When he gave himself over to solitude and silence, 
thinking to live that way until his death, a voice from 
on high came to him: ``Nicholas, for your ascetic la-
bor, work among the people, if thou desirest to be 
crowned by Me.'' Immediately after that, by God's 
wondrous providence, he was chosen archbishop of 
the city of Myra in Lycia. Merciful, wise and fearless, 
Nicholas was a true shepherd to his flock. 
 

  During the persecution of Christians under  
Diocletian and Maximian, he was cast into prison, but 
even there he instructed the people in the Law of God. 
He was present at the First Ecumenical Council of  
Nicaea [325] and, out of great zeal for the truth, struck 

the heretic Arius with his hand. For this act he was 
removed from the Council and from his archiepisco-
pal duties, until the Lord Christ Himself and the Most-
holy Theotokos appeared to several of the chief  
hierarchs and revealed their approval of  
Nicholas.  
 

  A defender of God's truth, this wonderful saint was 
ever bold as a defender of justice among the people. 
On two occasions, he saved three men from an  
undeserved sentence of death. Merciful, truthful, and a 
lover of justice, he walked among the people as an 
angel of God.  
 

  Even during his lifetime, the people considered him 
a saint and invoked his aid in difficulties and in 
 distress. He appeared both in dreams and in person to 
those who called upon him, and he helped them easily 
and speedily, whether close at hand or far away. A 
light shone from his face as it did from the face of 
Moses, and he, by his presence alone, brought com-
fort, peace and good will among men. In old age he 
became ill for a short time and entered into the rest of 
the Lord, after a life full of labor and very fruitful toil, 
to rejoice eternally in the Kingdom of Heaven, con-
tinuing to help the faithful on earth by his miracles 
and to glorify his God. He entered into rest on Decem-
ber 6, 343.  
 

  Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray 
to him for deliverance from floods, poverty, or any 
misfortunes. He has promised to help those who  
remember his parents, Theophanes and Nonna.  

Apolytikion  
 

The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock as a 
rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of tem-
perance; for this cause, thou hast achieved the heights by 

humility, riches by poverty. O Father and Hierarch 
Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that  

our souls be saved.  

 

 

Kontakion  

 

Saintly One, (St. Nicholas) in Myra you proved yourself a 
priest; for in fulfilling the Gospel of Christ, venerable 

One, you laid down your life for your people and saved 
the innocent from death. For this you were sanctified as 

One  learned in divine grace.  
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Saint Spyridon of Trimythous the  
Wonderworker 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   The island of Cyprus was both the birthplace and the 
place where this glorious saint served the Church. 
Spyridon was born of simple parents, farmers, and he 
remained simple and humble until his death. He mar-
ried in his youth and had children, but when his wife 
died he devoted himself completely to the service of 
God. Because of his exceptional piety, he was chosen 
as bishop of the city of Trimythous. Yet even as a 
bishop he did not change his simple way of living, 
handling his livestock and cultivating his land himself. 
He used very little of the fruits of his labor for him-
self; instead, he distributed a greater share to the 
needy.  
 

   He manifested great miracles by God's power: he 
brought down rain in time of drought, stopped the 
flow of a river, raised several people from the dead, 
healed Emperor Constantius of a grave illness, saw 
and heard angels of God, foresaw future events, dis-
cerned the secrets of men's hearts, converted many to 
the true Faith, and did much else.  

   He took part in the First Ecumenical Council in  
Nicaea [325], and he brought many heretics back to 
Orthodoxy by his simple and clear expositions of the 
Faith as well as by his mighty miracles. He was so 
simply dressed that once, when he wanted to enter the 
imperial court at the invitation of the emperor, a sol-
dier, thinking that he was a beggar, struck him on the 
face. Meek and guileless, Spyridon turned the other 
cheek to him. He glorified God through many mira-
cles, and was of benefit, not only to many individuals 
but also to the whole Church of God. He entered into 
rest in the Lord in the year 348.  
 

  His miracle-working relics rest on the island of 
Corfu, and even today they glorify God with many 
miracles. 

   Reflection 
   Absolutely nothing will help us if we are not lenient 
toward the weaknesses of men and forgive them. For 
how can we hope that God will forgive us if we do not 
forgive others? St. Spyridon once sold a hundred goats 
to a merchant at an agreed price, and the saint told the 
buyer to lay down the money. The buyer, knowing 
that Spyridon himself never counted money, handed 
over enough money for ninety-nine goats and hid the 
money for one. Spyridon then counted out a hundred 
goats for him. But when the merchant and his servants 
drove off the goats, one of them returned bleating. He 
drove it off, but it returned again. And so the goat 
continually returned to the enclosure, not wanting to 
go with the other goats.  
 

  The saint then whispered into the merchant's ear: 
“Observe, my son: this animal is not doing this in 
vain. Did you perhaps withhold her price?'' The mer-
chant became ashamed and acknowledged his sin. As 
soon as he paid the amount he had concealed, the goat 
immedia te l y jo ined  the  o ther  goats . 
 

   On another occasion, some thieves entered  
Spyridon's sheepfold. When they had seized as many 
sheep as they wanted, they tried to leave the sheep-
fold, but an invisible force nailed them to the ground, 
and they were unable to move. At dawn, the bishop 
came to his sheepfold. Seeing the thieves, he re-
proached them mildly and instructed them to strive in 
the future to live by their own labors and not by thiev-
ery. He then took a sheep and gave it to them, saying, 
``Take this for your trouble, so that your all-night vigil 
not be in vain,'' and he dismissed them in peace.  

Apolytikion  
 

O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a 
champion and Wonder Worker of the First Ecumenical 

Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the 
serpent to gold. And, when chanting your prayers, most 
sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to Him 

who glorified you; glory to Him who crowned you; glory 
to Him who, through you, works healing for all.  

Kontakion  

 

Wounded by your love for Christ, O holy One, your mind 
given wings by the radiance of the Spirit, you put the 

practice of theory into deeds, becoming a sacred altar, O 
Chosen by God, and praying for the  

divine illumination of all.  
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 8:45a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Orthros 9a.m.  

Divine  Liturgy 10a.m. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 
 
 

Greek School 
5:30pm 

 

JOY Meeting 
6:00pm 

3 

 
 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal  
5:30 pm 

4 
 

Sts. Barbara & 
John Damascene 

 
Philoptochos  

Holiday Bake Sale 
Pick-up 

 

5  

 
 
 
 

Philoptochos  
Holiday Bake Sale 

Pick-up 
 

 

6 10th Sunday  
of Luke 

 
 

Christmas Pageant 
Practice 

Philoptochos Meeting 
 

GOYA Meeting 
 

Parish Council  
Elections 

7  
 

GOYA  
Basketball/
Volleyball  
Practices 

6:00-8:30pm 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

Greek School 
5:30pm 

10 

 
 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal 
5:30 pm 

11  
 

12 
 

St. Spyridon 
 

Christmas  
Pageant Practice 

13 11th Sunday  
of Luke 

 

Sunday School 
Christmas  
Pageant 

 

Community  
Christmas Party 

 

14 
 

GOYA  
Basketball/
Volleyball  
Practices 

6:00-8:30pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

Greek School 
5:30pm 

17 

 
 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal 
5:30 pm 

18 
 

19  
 
 

 

 
 
 

20  Sunday  
before the  
Nativity 

 

 
DoP Meeting 

21 
 

GOYA  
Basketball/
Volleyball  
Practices 

6:00-8:30pm 

22 
 
 
 

23 24 

Eve of the  
Nativity of  
our Lord 

Refer to  
Christmas  
bulletin for  
schedule of  

Services 

25  
 

Nativity of our 
Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ 

26 
 

  

27  
Sunday  
after the   
Nativity 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 
 
 

 
 

30 
 
 
 

 
 

31 
 

 
New Year’s  
Eve Party 
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   As the Christmas season approaches, our hearts and 
thoughts renew with the joy of what Christmas means 
to all of us: a time to express our love and appreciation 
through the act of giving. One way to reach out to 
|others is through our Annual Community Christmas 
Card. This Community Christmas Card is a way to 
share Christmas greetings with the entire parish. 
   Please complete and mail the form below, together 
with your check for $15.00 made payable to 
|Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church.  
   The deadline for the Christmas Card is Friday,  
December 11th. The Community Christmas Card, 
with all the names printed on it will then be sent to 
each parishioner. 
 

Thank You and Merry Christmas! 
 

(Please clearly print your name or family name, in 
English, exactly the way you would like it to appear 
on the Christmas card) 
 
Name:____________________________________ 
 
          ____________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________ 
 
City: _____________ State:____ Zip:__________ 
 
Phone: ____________________  Date:__________ 
 
 
Signature:__________________________________ 
 
(Mail to: 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church  
1720 W. Garden St., 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
in time for it to arrive by 
Friday, December 11, 2009)  
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   If you wish to purchase a Poinsettia in honor or in 
memory of a loved one for Christmas you may do so 
by completing the form below. The cost is $15.00. 
The deadline for ordering will be Friday,  
December 11th. All money must be in by December 
10th. Orders will not be accepted unless accompanied 
by a check. Please clearly print the donor name and 
names of honorees. 
 
Donor:___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City: ________________State :______ Zip: _______ 
 
Phone:___________________ Date:___________ 
 
Signature:_________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF__________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF__________________________ 
 
N MEMORY OF__________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF____________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF____________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF____________________________ 



 
 
 
 

APOLITIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
 
 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, 
 and the revelation of a mystery  
which was hidden from eternity. 

 The Son of God Becomes the Virgin’s Son, 
  and Gabriel announces  the grace 

of this Good News. 
 Let us also join with him, 
 calling to the Theotokos: 

Rejoice, 
 O woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 

Annunciation  
Greek Orthodox Church 
1720 West Garden Street 
Pensacola, FL 32502 
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